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THE RECENT Nati onal Congress on Vision 2020 whi ch was attended by 800
peopl e conpri sing cabinet mnisters, chief nministers, captains of

i ndustry, acadenici ans, women | eaders and young Mal aysi ans was
unprecedented in its free, frank and open exchange of thoughts, views and
i deas. There was a neeting of mnds on the way forward to achi eve Vi sion
2020. Besi des opening the congress, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad returned at the end of the second day for an open dial ogue session
with the participants.

The congress deliberated at | ength on the nine strategic chall enges

facing Vision 2020. It was an eye-opener for many of the participants,
particularly those fromthe corporate sector, who had often regarded

Vi sion 2020 as an econoni c programe. Many of themdid not fully realise
that Vision 2020 is a wholistic progranmme that enconpasses a politica
agenda, an econoni c agenda, a social agenda as well as a psychol ogi cal
agenda.

O the nine chall enges, those that can be grouped under the political
agenda include “establishing a united Mal aysian nation with a sense of
common and shared destiny, ethnically integrated, living in harnmony and
full and fair partnership, made up of one Bangsa Mal aysia with politica

|l oyalty and dedication to the nation' as well as the chall enges of
“fostering and devel oping a mature denocratic society' and a nmature,

| i beral and tol erant society'.

The psychol ogi cal agenda enconpasses the challenge of “creating a

psychol ogically |iberated, secure and devel oped Mal aysi an society with
faith and confidence in itself, justifiably proud of what it is, of what

it has acconplished, robust enough to face all manner of adversity'.

The soci al agenda covers the challenge of “establishing a fully noral

and et hical society, whose citizens are strong in religious and spiritua
val ues and i mbued with the highest of ethical standards' as well as the
chal l enge of “establishing a fully caring society and a caring culture'.
The econoni ¢ agenda i ncludes the chal |l enge of ensuring an economically
just society and the chall enge of establishing a "~prosperous society, with
an econony that is fully conpetitive, dynanmic, robust and resilient' as
wel |l as the chall enge of establishing a scientific and progressive society
that is innovative and forward | ooki ng.

The prinme mnister provided a road-map of how the nation can nove

forward to achi eve Vision 2020. Various other speakers al so shared their
perspectives on each of the nine strategic chall enges. The congress al so
provi ded opportunity for participants to speak out. Wnen and young

Mal aysi an representatives were especially articulate and forthright during
t he di al ogue sessions. This augurs well for the nation. A nunber of

i nteresting proposals were put forward during the congress. Many of them
deserve to be followed up whilst others require further study.

To pronpte national unity, anpong the suggestions put forward were the

need to achieve territorial integration and the pronotion of commopn
values. Politically, it was suggested that the political systemshould
expeditiously nove towards a nulti-racial party with the Barisan Nasiona
reconstituting itself as one nulti-racial entity. It was further suggested
that ethnic or state-based parties should open their doors. Al though it
was recogni sed that affirmative action is still essential, we should
endeavour to do away with the buni putra-non-buniputra di chotony. Education



was recogni sed as a vital tool to foster national unity. The Elections
Conmi ssi on was urged to create nore m xed constituencies. In his response
the prinme nminister said that he "would like to see a day when people don't
think of race'.

On the chal |l enge of establishing a denocratic society, anong the

proposal s put forward were to allow greater freedomto express dissenting
views wi thout fear and the need to bal ance rights of individuals and
rights of society at large. The inportance of citizen educati on was

hi ghlighted. The call for greater accountability and transparency was al so
made. It was al so suggested that consideration should be given to have
non-partisan representation in the Senate. Comrenting on the inportance of
political stability, the prime mnister said that a "bad, stable
government is better than a good, unstable governnment'. In fact, there was
wi despread acceptance of the argunent that a key factor behind Mal aysia's
success is political stability.

On the chal l enge of creating a psychologically liberated society, it was
stressed that inhibiting factors should be renoved. The cul ture of
conformity and the fear to be different as well as overprotective
upbringing were cited as exanples of inhibiting factors so nuch so that

Mal aysi ans generally tend to be risk averse. It was suggested that

chanpi oning of the right role-nodels is essential. W need to al so pronote
robust individualism positive thinking and trust in others. Conmunication
skills of young Mal aysi ans shoul d be i nproved.

On the chal |l enge of establishing a mature, liberal and tol erant society,

it was suggested that the word tol erant be replaced with nutual
understanding. It was proposed that this chall enge be achi eved through the
i ndividual, the fanmily, the governnent and the nedia. Another suggestion
advanced is to have a positive val ue-based canpai gn.

To achi eve a conpetitive and prosperous econony, it was suggested that

we need international benchmarking, a naster plan for the services sector,
nmore venture capital financing and higher productivity. It was further
suggested that we need to reduce dependence on inports of foreign
components. It was also highlighted that we need nore engineers as well as
the neans to turn theminto entrepreneurs. To overcome the manpower
shortage, it was proposed that efforts be made to attract the 150, 000

Mal aysi ans wor ki ng overseas to return hone. Human resource devel opnent was
identified as a key success factor for achieving a prosperous society and
competitive econony.

To establish a scientific and progressive society, it was suggested that
Mal aysi a should aimto be a net producer of technology. W should al so
recogni se how stiff the race or the conpetition is going to be. W need to
create a “scientific mnd anbng young Mal aysi ans as well as to foster a
resear ch-based thinking culture. The question of how to nmake science nore
interesting in schools was al so di scussed. Another suggestion was to
create a Mal aysi an Nobel Laureate Foundation to create our own version of
Nobel prize wi nners.

In the discussions on the caring society and the caring culture, it was
suggested that we need a conprehensive approach and a do-abl e programme.
The inportant roles of the fam |y and the nedia were highlighted. Four
sign-posts of a caring society were identified:

1. absence or presence of voluntarism

2. continuumof care - do we give care givers enotional or financia
support?

3. protection of those who are narginal i sed, and

4. provision of social sustenance.

The issues of social stresses and needs of the family in the workpl ace
were discussed. It was recognised that ultimately, we need to nmaintain



basi ¢ decency, courtesy and good nanners.

To pronote an economically just society, it was suggested that we need
to have a good nonitoring system Qher issues addressed included a |evel -
playing field, poverty eradication, social responsibility, disparity
between rural and urban areas, urban poverty and intra-ethnic i ncone

di sparity.

One of the nore inportant chall enges nowis the establishment of a noral
and ethical society. Qur growth nmonentum has set the econom c agenda on
track. There is general acceptance of the fact that norals have declined
in Mal aysian society with the rise of social decadence and that needs to
be arrested. W need to restore noral fibre in our younger generation.
Sone of the suggestions put forward to achieve a fully noral and ethica
soci ety incl ude:

* sending the right nessage to our younger generation to have the right
bal ance between pursui ng econom ¢ success and other noral and ethica

val ues,

* devel opi ng a Rukun Ni aga, just as we have a Rukunegara, to provide a
code of ethical conduct for business which will incorporate salient
features fromcomon religi ous val ues.

* |aunching a zero-corruption canpai gn, just as the governnent had
earlier launched a zero-inflation canpaign. It was noted that generally,
there is a |l ack of public outrage against corruption. This has to change.
Peopl e nmust abhor corruption.

* providing the right role-nbdels for our young. In this regard, the
teachi ng of universal noral values was stressed. Good parenting was al so
enphasi sed. It was pointed out that those who teach noral val ues should
practi se good noral values thenselves. It was recogni sed that efforts nust
be expanded to institu-tionalise good noral val ue systens.

* jnstituting various reformmeasures that will enconpass | egal and
institutional reforns, social refornms and awar eness buil di ng.

* making religion a way of life for Ml aysi ans.

The prime nminister also stressed uphol di ng good noral val ues. He added
that one inportant value to develop is “virtue or value of shanme'. W need
to feel ashaned if we do wrong.

The Vi sion 2020 National Congress brings up the point that we need to
collectively move forward. To do so, the whole nation nust act in unison.
Enpl oyers, enpl oyees, the unions, governnment and non-gover nment al

organi sa-tions nust together pull in the same direction. Vision 2020
provides us with a road map to reach our final destination of becomng a
full y-devel oped nation. W need to nmanage the journey well. In this

regard, business, NGO and political |eaders nmust appraise their respective
rol es. Corporate nmanagers too, as opinion-|eaders and prine-novers in
society, nust play their part.
It woul d be useful for us to consider the next steps in our journey
towards Vi sion 2020. One possibility is to create a People's Charter for
Vision 2020 that will be a comon decl aration for Vision 2020. This should
be recited regularly at school assenblies. C ubs and societies should al so
recite this charter before conmencenent of meetings. The governnment shoul d
al so consider establishing a Mnistry of Vision 2020 that will be a
central coordinating body for all Vision 2020 projects as well as to
devel op | ong-range strategic planning for Vision 2020. Vision 2020
Counci |l s shoul d al so be established at state, district and |local |evels to
gal vani se the national nonentumto achieve all the targets set out under
Vi si on 2020. Perfornmance should be regularly nonitored and revi ewed and
public feedback obtai ned.
In short, Vision 2020 shoul d becone a total national nopvement.

( END)






	A common crusade (NST 01/06/1997)

