14/ 08/ 1997

A confidence-buil di ng step

THERE i s no doubt that nmembers of the visiting high-powered Bosnia-

Her zogovi na del egation will take home with theman inval uable insight into
the Mal aysi an experience in forging a successful nation. Fromthe positive
statements of the co-chairmen of the Council of Mnisters, Dr Haris
Silajdzic and Boro Bosic, they are clearly inpressed. Silajdzic, no
stranger to this country, for exanple, spoke of the Bosnian war "having
rai sed a question on breaking down cultural barriers of which the answer
existed in this part of the world".

He is, however, not the first to express this conviction. Richard
Hol brooke, the United States' architect of the Dayton Accord which ended
t he Bal kan war two years ago, during a visit here | ast October, stressed
that Bosnia should learn from Ml aysia that the Miuslins, Croats and Serbs
of the region "nust live and work together in harnony to nmake econom c
progress”.

It is an understatenent to say that the path for Bosnia to full co-
operation and peace as a single country has not been easy. Hol brooke has
this nmonth to cone out of self-inposed "retirenent"” fromthe diplomtic
service for the second tine in a year to sal vage key aspects of the peace
treaty.

The nessage that the Bosnians have to help thenselves to earn the
confidence of the world conmunity, including Malaysia, to aid themin the
massi ve task of economi ¢ reconstruction has been driven honme this week by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in his neetings with the
Bosni an | eaders. He stressed the need for the "fragile peace" to be
nurtured to become a genui ne and durabl e one.

In Mal aysia, the Bosnians could not find a nore sincere friend in need.
Havi ng been a staunch supporter of peace, Ml aysia has been just as
forthcomng in helping in the crucial task of reconstructing the war-torn
country which is estimated to cost RMLO billion. Assuring the Bosnian
| eaders of Malaysia's commitnent to help, Dr Mahathir said Kual a Lunpur
wants to devel op a genuine partnership with their country. Ml aysia has
pl edged RVMB6 nillion for the reconstruction progranme and would like to
see nore active participation by the private sectors of the two countries
not only in those projects identified by Mal aysia but also in other
projects, including those funded by ot hers.

The announcerent on Tuesday that 12 Ml aysi an conpani es, includi ng one
which is listed, have forned a consortiumto spearhead efforts to invest
and take part in the reconstruction process speaks a |ot for the Ml aysi an
genui neness in aiding that country back on its feet. Though small in terns
of the huge sumrequired to achieve the goal, it is both a caring gesture
and a show of confidence that the Bosnians can nmake it given the will and
per severance. Last week's forumwhich afforded an opportunity for
Mal aysi an entrepreneurs to neet sone 36 Bosni an conpani es' representatives
shoul d be useful to enable the Mal aysians to better understand the Bosni an
econom ¢ potenti al

Gven the fruitful outcone of this first joint visit by the Bosnian
| eaders at the invitation of Dr Mahathir plus the assurance by Silajdzic
that the parties are working together for integration, these constitute a
significant confidence-boosting step. It certainly augurs well for the
Bal kan State to get nore assistance and co-operation fromthe rest of the
worl d community for its vital reconstructi on and devel oprent .
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