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A confident nation celebrates (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The sight and sound of a confident nation was evi dent
everywhere as hundreds of thousands of Ml aysians joined in the 40th

anni versary cel ebrations of the country's independence today.

Parades were held in all State capitals throughout the country to
comenor ate the event.

In Kual a Lunpur, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and menbers of
t he Cabi net joined nore than 15,000 people fromall walks of life in front
of the Sultan Abdul Sanmad Building to mark t he occasion.

Fl ag-wavi ng yout hs, goggl e-eyed youngsters clutching tightly to their
parents, picture-snapping tourists and young coupl es gathered as early as
7am

At Dataran Merdeka, the strong attendance this year for the
cel ebrations, thened Akhl ak Milia Masyarakat Jaya (Honourabl e Behavi our
Successful Community), seened to be a defiant stand agai nst the recent
crisis that plagued the stock market and the ringgit.

The haze too beat a retreat for the day and fine weather spared the
event fromthe rain that had nmarred cel ebrations in the | ast two years.

By 7.45am the crowds were in place although many younger children could
still be heard begging their parents to give thema ride on their
shoul ders for a better view

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali pulled up in front of the building earlier in the new
Per odua Kanci| nodel |aunched two days ago.

They j oi ned Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim his wfe

Datin Seri Dr WAn Azizah Wan |snail, Cabinet Mnisters, senior governnent
officials, the arned forces top brass and foreign diplomats at the nain
podi um

Cheers and cries of Merdeka greeted the pronpt arrival of the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah at
8am

As the unm st akabl e sound of helicopter blades whipped through the air,
spectators craned their necks to watch five Royal Ml aysian Air Force
helicopters fly past Dataran Merdeka, trailing the Jalur Gem|lang and the
armed forces flags behind them

After the inspection of the guard-of-honour by Tuanku Ja'afar, who is
al so the Suprene Commander of the Armed Forces, a series of earthshaking
cannon blasts officially kicked off the cel ebrati ons.

The next two hours were a blur of colourful apparel, sequins, glitter,
flowers and feathers, first on Dataran Merdeka's field as some 2,000
costuned school chil dren danced in fornation, then on the road as 115
contingents narched pass, stiff with pride.

School bands, enpl oyees of nmjor corporations, soldiers and association
menbers turned out in brightly-col oured costunes to represent Mal aysia's
driving forces.

A soni c concoction of cynbals, bagpi pes, bugles and druns bl ared,
conpeting only with the spectators' cheers and with street sellers hawking
drinks, mniature flags and whistles.

Crowd pl easers included the police's dog and nounted units, which caused
both adults and children to break out into spontaneous appl ause as the
dogs and horses capered past, alert to their masters' comands.

Fl ypasts and the near balletic manoeuvres by the M G 29N jetfighters,



whi ch streaked across the city skyline, also earned cheers and pronpted
two youths to whoop Merdeka as the planes zoonmed over head.

The marchi ng contingents were brought up in the rear by a proud display
of mlitary hardware including arnoured vehicles conprising Stornmer
armour ed personnel carriers, Scorpion |light tanks and Sout h Korean
Infantry Fi ghting Vehicl es.

Youngsters seened especially inpressed and nmany coul d only nmanage to
gawk as the heavy vehicles trundl ed past, whilst those who ventured a
timd wave at the soldiers were rewarded with a smle.

Al so naking their appearance at the parade were a fleet of Perodua' s new
Kanci| nodel, Petronas' Fornula-1 racing car and the four-wheel -drive
vehicl es taking part in Silverstone's TransAfrica expedition, dubbed the
Mal aysi an M ssi on of Peace.

The 40th National Day cel ebrations will also likely be remenbered for
coinciding with the death of Princess Diana, killed in an early norning
car crash in Paris with her conpani on Dodi Al -Fayed.
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