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Alion roars through town

Franci s Dass

VWHY do nore people on this planet know nore about Arnold Schwarzenegger,
Tom Crui se, Mel G bson, Sylvester Stallone, Harrison Ford, Julia Roberts
and ot her Holl ywood bigwigs ... and not the politicians fromtheir

nei ghbouring countries?

The reason is the Mdtion Picture Association of America (MPAA) and its
i nternational counterpart, the Mition Picture Association (MPA).

On this planet, there are probably no other | obbying bodies with as nuch
clout as the MPAA and MPA. (K, OK, the tobacco industry is probably
sonewhere up there too!)

According to the information at the MPAA website (http://ww. npaa.
org/), the MPAA and the MPA jointly serve as the voice and advocate of the
Anerican notion picture, honme video and tel evision industries.

Jack Valenti, the man hel mng these two associ ati ons as MPAA presi dent
and chi ef executive officer and as MPA chairman and chi ef executive
officer, was in town | ast week.

H's job is basically to travel around the gl obe and tackle obstacl es and
hurdles - mainly piracy - in the path of the growmh of the American novie
i ndustry.

Val enti said that the main purpose of the visit was to call on an old
friend, Tun Ormar Ong Yoke Lin, who was Mal aysia's anbassador to the United
States in 1962.

He al so wanted to find out nore about the Miltinedia Super Corridor.

During a brief session with the Press, he gave the inpression that he
was i npressed with Malaysia's ITinitiative.

"It shows that your Prine Mnister is a visionary and has to be
commended. For the first time, | understood what is happening (here) and
what the MsCis all about."

Valenti had visited five nations including Malaysia in two weeks as part
of his Asian visit to report back to the studi os "about the situation
here".

He was referring to piracy and intellectual copyright infringenents,
somet hing that both the MPAA and MPA gravely frown upon.

Val enti delivered a blend of praise and warni ng when he was asked to
conment on whet her he was satisfied with the intellectual property
copyright enforcenent here

"I amsatisfied with the MSC... | amsure you won't let the piracy
problemruin its prospects.

"I'n dealing with piracy and intellectual copyright, |I feel this
Gover nnment under stands how i nportant this is. | amsure the Gover nnent

will nove swiftly to nake sure piracy is visibly decreased."

Di spl ayi ng a blunt frankness that denpnstrated his efficiency, Valenti
cited how he managed to purchase three pirated vi deotapes at a shopping
mal | here for RMBS5.

He said the Anmerican software industry was "equal ly concerned" over the
theft of software progranmes.

The MPA's ties with the US software industry are an extrenely bi ndi ng
one as every novie produced in Hol |l ywood nowadays, directly or indirectly,
uses ITin its production and creation.

As Val enti has much influence in Silicon Valley, his words have added
significance, especially since MSC s lifeline is directly Iinked to the
American | T industry.



"I amsure the MSC devel oper (Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation Sdn
Bhd), will bring up the issues discussed here to the PMs attention," he
said confidently.

Asked what he will be reporting back to the Holl ywood studi os, he said:
"I will report on the Super Corridor and mention that the CGovernnent of
Mal aysia will take swift action to address the problemof piracy.”

Valenti said that in Malaysia, there is "no | anguage problemand it is
so much easier to steal software. You are a very literate nation."

When this witer asked if there would be price reductions on the part of
the MPA and the software industry to counter piracy, Valenti re-positioned
his chair, | ocked eye-contact and said point-blank: "If | stole a
US$50, 000 car and sold it to you for US$100..

The point hit a hone run. MPA will never conprom se on the "theft of our
products", as he seriously put it.

He said that even if the notion picture industry did | ower prices,
copyright infringers would do the sane. It would be "an endl ess and
pointless tit-for-tat scenario".

To a question on nipping the piracy problemat the bud, that is, taking
action against the plants that manufacture and distribute these pirated
products, a visibly unconfortable Tan Sri O hman Yeop Abdul | ah, the
executive chairman of Multinmedi a Devel opnent Corporation, intervened and
said that |ocal enforcenent agencies will look into the matter.

On his part, Valenti said that the MPA was "definitely | ooking very
steadily, with great planning, to do nore (anti-piracy) work in Asia".

Expl aining his determnation to wi pe out piracy, Valenti said that the
US novie industry |l oses US$1.5 billion every year in Asia.

O his visit to China, he said that the problem MPA faced in China was
mar ket access.

The Chinese authorities drove a hard bargain even in the face of the
power f ul MPA.
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