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A nore equitable world lies in Asian hands: PM

Har dev Kaur in Tokyo

TOKYO, Thurs: The future of Asia and of a nore equitable and just world
lies in Asian hands. Asians must speak up and provide the counter bal ance
if "Asia wants to enjoy peace and prosperity in the next century" and
ensure a world in which the weak and the strong can co-exist in peace and
prosperity.

But if Asians continue to be passive, fragmented and tim dly defensive,
they will continue as they are now. They nmust push their own argunments in
the light of their own experience, past and present. "It can do a | ot of
good. It cannot do much harm" Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

Maki ng an i npassioned plea for Asians to decide their own destiny, the
Prime Mnister stressed that "Asia nust be willing to confront Europeans
across the table nowif it wants to avoid confronting themin other arenas
later".

In this, Japan which is by far the nost advanced Asian nation and the
"first anmong equals", is well placed to | ead and should play its rightful
role in world affairs. It should set a good exanple for Asia by taking
i ssues of concern to Asian countries.

"I't should cease to consider itself a Wstern devel oped nation in the
East. Japan has the credibility to |l ead, not towards Asian doni natuon in
an Asian century, but towards a nore equitable world community in the
Century of the World which is dawni ng upon us," Dr Mahathir said.

So far, Asia has refused to do anything in concert. They worry that
Eur opeans on both sides of the Atlantic may not like it. At all costs,
they nmust not annoy the Europeans. Even if the Europeans are obviously
wrong, the view appears to be that they should not be angered by telling
themthey could be wong.

Stressing that he did not advocate mlitary confrontation, Dr Mahathir
said a balance in terns of mlitary mght "is wasteful and unproductive"
addi ng that Asians can prevail sinply by arguing their case together to
counter the tendency of the Europeans to inpose their systens and their
will on the world.

If Asia decides to accept continued European dom nation of the world,
then a rapidly inequitable and oppressive atnosphere will build up which
must in the end be damaging to Asia if not to the whole world.

However, if Asia decides to play a neaningful role in world affairs, to
counter and correct wong attitudes and the international policies of the
Eur opeans, then there will be hope for a nore just world, a nore equitable
wor | d.

Asia, which played a significant role in the past in shaping the
cultures, religions and politics of the world, can do the sane again - not
t hrough wars but through bal anci ng the pressures of the Europeans. Asians
can succeed if they "have the courage of their conviction and the will to
try".

However, the problemw th Asians, according to Dr Mahathir is that they
are "passive, fragnented and tinidly defensive". Asians who are the only
peopl e capabl e of bal anci ng European i nfluence, are divided and unwilling
to play a neaningful role in world affairs, he argued.

Del i vering a speech on "The Future of Asia and the Role of Japan:
Chal | enges of the 21st Century to Youth" at the WAaseda University here, he
said if Asians continue to be as they are now, "then the role of Asians in



the next century will not be any different fromtheir present role. And in
that case they deserve to be domi nated by the Europeans in an inequitable
and an unjust world".

Whi | e advocating and stressing the need for Asia to play a "bal anci ng
role", the Prime Mnister said it is not the same as "trying to dom nate".
Even a strong Asia cannot dominate the world in the sane sense as the
Eur opeans on both sides of the Atlantic dom nated the world for over four
centuri es.

"The concept of dom nation and hegenony in the old sense, is outdated
and silly,” Dr Mahathir said, adding that "it is unfortunate, however,
that the Europeans are still clinging to this idea and postul ating al
ki nds of possible hegenonic threats by Asia".

Eur opeans have continued to inpose their will on Asians. Divided and
uncoordi nated, the energi ng econoni es of Asia have so far been unable to
effectively have a say in the political and economc affairs of their own
econom es and certainly not the world.

Addressing the crene de |a crene of students, Dr Mahathir warned that if
the Europeans are allowed to continue as they have been and if the
Eur opean views are allowed to continue and prevail, even if they have been
proven to be wrong on numerous occasions, then there will be a very heavy
price to pay for the wong political, econom c systens of the Europeans.

Tensions will rise, threats will be hurled and unpl easant incidents wll
colour the relations between East and West. One day, he added, soneone
m ght do sonet hing stupid and econom c pursuits will be replaced with
political and even mlitary confrontations.

Wiile admitting that all this seens rather pessimstic, he hastened to
add that "all these things can happen. They can happen because the only
peopl e who can do sonmething to stop it will not act. The only people are
the Asians, the countries of Asia, especially East Asia".

Asi ans can prevail, according to Dr Mahathir, sinply by arguing their
case together to counter the tendency of the Europeans to inpose their
systens and their will on the world. Europeans have been wong in the past
and they could be again about their ideology, their political systens and
their econonic creed. Asians have to prevail now before the overbearing
ways of the Europeans |lead to bitterness and tensions.

Dr Mahathir said Asia will grow and develop in the com ng years and
"short of a nuclear war exploding, there can be no stopping the enmergence
of East Asia as an econon c power house of the same stature as the European
Union or Nafta in the 21st century.”

Wi | e sonme probably think that a strong Asia will want to dom nate the
wor |l d, Dr Mahat hir argued that Asian cannot doninate the world in the
sense the Europeans on both sides of the Atlantic domi nated the world for
centuries. They still continue their dom nance through dictating the terns
of trade, the systems of governnent and the whol e val ue systemof world
i ncludi ng hunman rights and environnmental protection

"They are still at it because no one seens capable or willing to counter
them The Asians, the only peopl e capabl e of bal anci ng European i nfl uence,
are divided and unwilling to play a nmeaningful role in world affairs.”

I f Asians, particularly East Asians, have a better sense of
responsibility, they will undertake the task, Dr Mahathir said. He
nevert hel ess stressed that Asia cannot dom nate the world. There cannot be
an Asian century "but a nore cohesive Asia can provide the bal ance which
will contribute towards the creation of a nore equitable world.

Touching on China, he said due to its sheer size al one, China nust
becone a mmj or econom ¢ power in the region. But in econonmc ternms, China
will not be as big as the rest of East Asia. Dr Mahathir said an
antagoni stic stand towards China will not be necessary, adding that this



will "actually be counter-productive".

On the other hand, cooperation wi th China, increasing understanding and
di mini shing the possibility of conflicts and confrontations in East Asia
will by extension contribute towards buil ding a peaceful and nore
equi tabl e worl d.

( END)
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