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A prosperous year it was for Ml aysi a

Fariz Muda Azi zi
LI KE the previous years, in 1996, Malaysia nade its mark again as one of
the nost dynamic countries in the world.

We have seen many successes and historic nonents, coupled with the rapid
devel oprent of our country which will continue under the | eadership of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad as we march towards the next
m || enni um

Qur initial success |ast year was the launch of Ml aysi a- East Asi a
Satellite-1 on Jan 13. The satellite, which was successfully launched into
orbit from Kourou, French Quiana, not only showed the world Mal aysia's
devel opnent in tel ecomruni cati ons technol ogy but al so brought Ml aysi a
into the information age.

As its objective is to provide nunerous channel s of tel ecomunications,
Mal aysi ans of all races will benefit fromthe project.

Measat - 2, which was | aunched on Nov 13, is schedul ed to begi n operations
early this year.

Menara Kual a Lunpur is another synbol of success for Mal aysi ans. The
tower, the fourth highest building in the world, stands tall at 421
nmetres.

Equi pped wi th sophisticated equi pnent, the tower operates as a high-

t echnol ogy tel ecommuni cations facility, besides playing the role as a
tourist attraction where visitors can get a bird' s eye view of the Federa
capital

It al so depicts Malaysia as a dynam ¢ and progressive nation, where the
econom ¢ and industrial devel opnents are highly conpetitive, but shared by
all Malaysians in terns of unity.

Besi des the country's harnmony and racial equality as well as its rapid
devel opnent, economic stability has contributed much to Mal aysia's
success.

For the eighth consecutive year, our country has regi stered an annua
growth rate of nmore than ei ght per cent.

Conpared with 1985 when the growth rate was a neagre one per cent, this
expansi on has given a boost to our gross donestic product which would
doubl e every decade, if the annual growth rate is kept at a stable | evel
or the current rate

Thi s remar kabl e progress has automatically advanced the use of the
national |anguage, not just within our region, but also across the world.

Besi des that, the use of Bahasa Ml aysia by Tan Sri Razali Ismail in his
speech during the United Nations General Assenbly (after being elected as
president) has shown the world the i nportance of our national |anguage.

Hi s thoughtful initiative is considered to have upgraded our nationa
| anguage around the worl d.

In spite of all this progress, we should not forget the man who has been
responsi ble for bringing our nation to this status - Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

A man of vision, he has made nunerous contributions for the benefit of
t he peopl e and country.

Last year also marked his 15th year as Prine Mnister. Dr Mahat hir has
achi eved nany goals during his career as a politician, making himone of
the greatest | eaders in the world.

H's policies and views are often taken seriously as we have seen him
maki ng an inpact all over the world, for exanple, his crusade agai nst



West ern domination to ensure peace, harnony and unity.

He has successfully inproved the inage of the Malays fromwhat they were
once consi dered as an unprogressive and | azy race.

He is a synbol of pride anbng Mal aysi ans; a worthy statesman to be
foll owed, where his voice is heard and his presence felt.

In view of his achi evenents and effectiveness in the governnent
machi nery, the Prine M nister has been procl ai med as "The Father of
Vi sion".

He is indeed the will, m ght and wi sdom of our robust nation.

Mal aysi ans have nmuch to be proud of our |eaders and the country's
achi evenents in various fields.

Lastly, | hope our country will be able to maintain its perseverance and
solidarity in the years to cone.
Fariz Miuda Azi zi
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