26/ 12/ 1997
Atime to take stock, not carp or criticise

Dat uk Seri Mhd Adi b Adam

I T amazed nme to see how quickly the foreign nedia and their supporters, in
general, turned against our Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Moharad.

Overnight the man held to be responsible for turning Malaysia into an
"econoni ¢ power house" (I borrow their expression) with the world' s second
hi ghest growt h rate becanme the anti-Semitic disaster who is a danger to
his country.

Common sense will tell us this cannot be true. The nman who gave us al
jobs - beneficiaries of this | egacy, by the way, extend beyond Ml aysi an
shores, well into the devel oped econonies - cannot al so be the destroyer
of our hopes!

Mahat hi r bashi ng was, once upon a tinme, all the rage in the Wst because
he had the audacity to see hinmself as their equal and the nation he |led as
abl e. He voi ced his unhappi ness about unfavourable terns of trade openly.
He spoke | oudly against the bully boys in the United Nations. He knew t hat
t he Japanese success was not an aberration but rather a beacon of hope
agai nst the vested interest of the Wst.

But it was difficult to sustain the attack when all he touched turned to
gol d. And, when Ml aysi a becane rich econom ¢ pickings there was not hi ng
to do but give the nan his due.

Nevert hel ess, a success story does not make sensational copy. No bl ood,
no gore. The pumelling of the Prine Mnister and the country was a bl ood-
letting waiting to happen

The US Congressmen asking for his resignati on have conveniently
forgotten that if the Mddl e East peace process had not been scuttled by
those | acking the vision of Rabin and Peres, Ml aysia, |ed by Dr Mahathir
woul d have been anong the first non-Arab Muslimnation to recogni se
| srael.

Is this the act of an anti-Semte? He did all he could to urge the
success of the peace process.

| amproud that Ml aysians fromall wal ks of |life have rallied around
the Prime Mnister and were not beguil ed by the di shonest ranting and
ravi ngs of foreigners who purport to have the people's interest at heart,
yet are bent on doing everything to underm ne confidence in our econony.
Are they trying to do a Saddam on us?

As a former Cabinet Mnister, | have first-hand know edge of how t he
Prime Mnister ticks. Heis a well-read, well-travelled, man of vision.
Many have fallen by the wayside for not being able to keep up. Mich of
what he sees is not your standard text-book fare, nore so his "nessage
fromthe sponsor" remark before conveni ng the weekly Cabi net
del i berati ons.

If it were, we would not be where we are today having recovered froma
mld recession - that could have been worse if it had not been properly
managed - and, within | ess than a decade, develop into a respected
i nternational player.

If we take the line that the Government's caution of hard times to cone
is an adni ssion of defeat then we do not deserve this country and its
| eaders.

But if we understand the nessage for what it is, atine to take stock,
then we will conme out of this crisis stronger: a nation united and
econom cal |y robust.
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