13/ 09/ 1997
A top-level panel for Mahathir Plan to be set up

Fauzi ah Ismail in Bi shkek

Bl SHKEK, Fri: The Kyrgyz Republic and Mal aysia today agreed to set up a
hi gh-1evel intergovernnental comm ssion to oversee the i nmedi ate

i npl ement ati on of the Ml aysi a- Kyrgyz Republic joint economc report,
whi ch has been naned by Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev as the "Mhathir
Pl an".

The two governnents al so agreed to the setting up of a fund to kickstart
the nobilisation of resources to inplenent the Mahathir Pl an
recommendat i ons.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad and Presi dent Akayev
reached this agreenent at a del egations neeting at the Governnment House
here foll owi ng the handi ng over of the joint report to the Kyrgyz
Gover nnent .

Speaking at a joint press conference | ater, Akayev described the report
as "a unique and remarkabl e report for econonmies in transition".

He said the report is a "valuable contribution and an investnent in the
future strengthening of relations between the two countries"”.

"l have named it the Plan of Dr Mahathir for the reformation of
economes in transition... | amsure it will nake a nmost efficient and
effective plan for econonmic refornms.”

The joint report, prepared by the Economic Planning Unit in the Prine
M nister's Departnent and the Central Asian republic's Finance Mnistry
i ncorporates all aspects of political, econom c, admnistrative and | ega
structure as well as issues related to the devel opment process.

It provides an analysis of the 11 sectors identified by senior officials
of the two governnents as needing particular attention.

The study officially began in Septenber |ast year when an advance team
frommal aysia visited the republic to initiate discussions and gather
background dat a.

This was foll owed by another nission in Novenber for consultative
di scussions with rel evant agencies and to obtain additional data.

Afirst draft of the report was ready in March this year and handed to
the Kyrgyz officials for review.

Dr Mahat hir thanked Akayev for naming the report after him "I do not
think | deserve it... it places a high responsibility on ne to try and
make the plan work.

"Since nmy last visit and Akayev's visit to Mal aysia, we have devel oped a
close friendship. | wuld Iike to think Akayev as a personal friend and
the Kyrgyz Republic as a special country close to Ml aysia."

He said Mal aysia wants to help "this beautiful and great country" fully
realise its potential

"W have sone experience which may be useful to the Kyrgyz Governnent.

"We (Mal aysia) are ready to exam ne and nodi fy the approaches we have
adopted for our own devel opnent to fit the needs of the republic," he
sai d.

Mal aysia will continuously be involved with the inplenentation of the
reconmendations in the report, he added.

"Sorme of the recommendations may |l end thensel ves to early inplenentation
whil e others may take sonme tinme. W have to be patient and persist in our
efforts,"” he said.

Earlier in his speech when presenting the report to Akayev, Dr Mhathir
sai d Mal aysia does not claimto have all the answers to Kyrgyz queries and



questions. Wiat it does have is a wealth of devel opment experience.

The study, he added, is as conprehensive as it can be but to fully
realise its potential, there is a need for a change in nindset and
attitudes towards the chall enges.

"A sense of urgency has to be inculcated. There has to be an openness of
m nd to new and better ways of doing things. There nust be courage in
trying out new i deas.

"There will be failures, of course, but I hope we do not allow those
m stakes to discourage us fromlearning and trying again.

"I amconfident that the adoption of such a positive and outward-1| ooki ng
attitude will, in the long run, ensure the successful devel opnent of the
Kyrgyz Republic,"” he said.
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