25/ 07/ 1997

Abdul | ah' s hopes for Asean

A PO GNANT wi sh |ist peppered Foreign Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi ' s openi ng address when he spoke about the chal |l enges Asean
faces to sustain its dynami smand track record in the next mllennium

"I would like to wish that when Asean cel ebrates its 60th anniversary,
every child in the Asean region will have a school to go to and be able to
read and wite."

"I would like to imagi ne that di sease and hunger have becone unknown.

"I would like to hope that this dynam c group of countries would no
| onger have any di sputes between them" he said at the start of the 30th
session of the Asean Mnisterial Meeting which was earlier opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad.

"Asean nenber states, both old and new, nust resolve that 30 years from
now, existing problens between them shoul d di sappear and new ones
prevented from energi ng

"Asean will eschew any inclination to get short-termgains at the
expense of its fellow nenbers. Prosperity needs to be shared by al
menbers and efforts nust be nmade to assist the | ess devel oped to realise
fully their econonmic potentials."

Abdul | ah said he would also like to see a region fully at ease with
i nformati on technol ogy and exploiting to the fullest all the potenti al
that technol ogy had to offer.

"Most of all, | hope to see an Asean region maintaining its polite
culture and traditions in the conduct of relations with one another.

"Continued econom c prosperity and political stability can only be
achi eved by intent and design. This responsibility we cannot delegate to
ot hers, but shoulder it ourselves," he said.

Abdul | ah said Asean's responsibility now was to chart a course to ensure
its place as the pre-em nent organisation in the region, respected both at
horme and abr oad.

Faced by issues relating to the informati on age, gl obalisation and
intensified regionalism he said: "W have done well so far, but success
and prosperity often breed conpl acency.”

He said the annual neeting was also a tine for reflection "of our past
achi evenents (and) of our shortconings."

"We have w tnessed a nassive transformation in the econom es of nenber-
states and we can boast of sone of the highest growh rates in the world.

"Qur people have shown they have the capacity to absorb the | atest
technol ogy and our workers' diligence has been singled out as one of the
factors that attracts increasing nunbers of foreign investors and
manuf acturers to our shores."

He said Asean shoul d dism ss pessimstic views of the grouping s future,
i n which econonic conpetition due to globalisation is seen as creating
tensi on and di scord anong nenbers to eventual |y weaken the Asean spirit.

He said he did not accept such pessimsm and added that it was
perfectly legitimte for Asean countries to shape their economes in a
manner whi ch brought themthe greatest benefit.

"There has al ways been healthy conpetition anong us in search of markets
for our products. Adnmittedly, globalisation may distract us, but
sincerely believe none of us would want to sacrifice what we have built in
Asean for sone lucrative advantage," he said.

On Laos and Myanmar, he said he would be I ess than candid if he did not



express Mal aysia's own satisfaction to have the adm ssion of both
countries into Asean coinciding with its hosting of the AMMIin Kual a
Lunpur .

But, he added: "The events of the past few nonths have tested the very
principles Asean has |lived with. The decision to admt Canbodia, Laos and
Myanmar has not been an easy one."

"Li kewi se, our |ater decision to postpone Canbodi a's adni ssion has not
been taken lightly.

"Asean has been instrunmental in pronoting the cl ose co-operation anongst
its menbers. But Asean al so demands that its nmenbers observe and ful fil
certain obligations.™

On Asean's dealings with the outside world, Abdullah said the recent
unity to resist attenpts to insert non-tariff conditionalities in the
Worl d Trade Organi sati on agreenent was one such exanpl e.

"I may say, if we had acted singly, none of us would have made nuch of
an inpact in the face of the strong pressures and enornous influence of
t he economi ¢ super powers."

Abdul | ah al so said the Asean Regi onal Forum as the avenue for security
di al ogue, had great prospects of devel oping into a neaningful forumfor
dealing with such issues in the Asia-Pacific region.

( END)



	Abdullah's hopes for Asean (NST 25/07/1997)

