02 MAY 1997
Hassan- Reacti on
ABU HASSAN S CANDI DACY RECEI VES POCSI Tl VE RESPONSE

KUALA LUVPUR, May 2 (Bernamm) -- The announcenent that Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar woul d take over as the new Sel angor Menteri Besar has been well
received by political leaders at all |evels.

They feel that Abu Hassan is capable of carrying out the responsibility
well in view of his excellent record with the central governnennt.

Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di said the nmovenment was
confident that Abu Hassan could use his vast experience to bring Sel angor
to greater heights.

"W hope he could spur greater devel opnent for Selangor just as what
had been done by Tan Sri Mihammad Haji Mihanmad Taib when he was at the
helm" he said.

Wanita Umo | eader Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man described the choice
of Abu Hassan as the candidate for Menteri Besar by the Prime Mnister was
a "right choice.”

"He has wi de experience in administration and this is inportant to
ensure that the rapid devel opnent in Selangor is nmintained," she said.

Wanita Umo would work hard to assist Abu Hassan in the by-election for
the Permatang state seat so that he could be officially appointed as
Menteri Besar.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said it was a
ri ght choice as Abu Hassan had wi de experience in federal and state
adm ni stration.

"I offer ny congratulations and I am sure that he will beconme a good
Menteri Besar," said Sabbaruddin who is also Umo Secretary Ceneral.

Wanita Umo Information Head Datin Paduka Hajah Siti Fatinah Suhai m
said Abu Hassan's candi dacy was rather unexpected.

"Sel angor Wanita Umo will give full support to Datuk Abu Hassan and is
confident that he is a |eader of calibre who has rich experience to
adm ni ster and devel op Sel angor," she said.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu in congratul ati ng Abu Hassan
said the forner Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister is a capable
| eader who can take Sel angor to greater heights.

"Abu Hassan brings with himthe wealth of experience both as federal
mnister and a senior civil servant to the state administration.

"He has the welfare of the people at heart and synpathetic and
understanding to the problens of the people," he said.

Sany Vellu, who is MC president, said he is confident MC will
continue to have a close working relationship with the state governnent
under his | eadership.

"The MC will extend its fullest cooperation to the new MB in
adm nistrating the state and bringing greater progress and devel opnent to
Sel angor," he added.

Opposition Leader LimKit Siang said Abu Hassan's selection is a "total
supri se"” which knocks out all specul ation.

"Abu Hassan is eminently qualified to be Selangor Menteri Besar as he
is respected and has the enornous task of cleansing the Augean stables.

"He fits the bill of expectation of the Sultan of Selangor and the
Prime Mnister of a candidate for the post of Menteri Besar who is “really
clean and honest',"” he said in a statenent.

According to Lim who was quoting the Dictionary of Phrase and Fable,
to cleanse the Augean stables neans to clear away an accunul ated nass of



corruption, noral, religious, physical or legal. To reform wongs al nost
past the power of man to tackle.

Lim said Abu Hassan should start his admnistration not only with a new
broom to sweep away all corrupt and inproper practices, but also set a high
standard of integrity and public accountability for the decisions and
actions of state Exco

In SEREMBAN, two Menteris Besar described Abu Hassan as the right
candidate to hold the post of Selangor Menteri Besar.

Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob said Abu Hassan's sel ection
shoul d be accepted by all quarters especially party nenbers.

"This is the decision of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
as party president and chai rman of Barisan Nasional (BN), which should be
accepted positively," he said.

He disclosed this to reporters after the agreenent signing cerenony for
the sale of water as well as the nenorandum of understanding on the border
bet ween Negeri Senbilan and Pahang, here.

At the cerenony, Negeri Senbilan was represented by Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Mohamed |sa Abdul Sanmad while Khalil represented Pahang

Meanwhi | e, Mohanmed |sa wel coned the announcenment and believed that it
(the selection) was nade after the Prime Mnister had studied all relevant
aspects.

"I have confidence that Abu Hassan has the capability to administer
Sel angor well and bring the state to greater heights," he added

In KANGAR, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim described
Abu Hassan's candi dacy as a right choice.

Shahi dan sai d he knew Abu Hassan as a clean |eader with vast experience
in adnministration, politics and external relations.

In PULAU PI NANG Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned echoed his agreenment that Abu Hassan would nmake a good Menteri
Besar as he is a senior politician in Selangor and has vast experience at
the national |evel

"I am confident that he can strengthen the Sel angor adninistration and
neets the high expectation of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
to ensure Selangor's continued progress,” he told reporters after closing
the Quality Business Managenent Workshop organi sed by the Pulau Pi nang
Buni putera Foundation and the Institute of Quality Mnagenent, Universit
U ara Ml aysia (UUM, here.

Asked whether the selection of Abu Hassan, a nenber of parlianment, for
the Menteri Besar's post would pose problem to the administration, he said
it would not create any problem and believed the matter had been carefully
studied from all angles before arriving at the decision.

"W need the best |eader and this does not nean other |eaders are not
qualified. There are nany qualified candidates but we want the best and the
| eadership made the decision after taking this into consideration," he
added.

On his appointnment as acting Mnister for Domestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs, he said he was not aware of it as he was out of Kuala Lunpur.

In MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Zin Abdul Ghani said Abu
Hassan had the criteria of a |eader needed to bring continued progress to
Sel angor .

In terns of hierarchy, Abu Hassan, as the deputy head of Sel angor Ummo,
shoul d take over duty when the state Umo head withdraws, he told reporters
after a thanksgiving and presentation of subsidy by the Ml aka RI SDA
Snal | hol ders Cooperative at Bukit Pal ah, here.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, who
wel cones the announcenent, said Abu Hassan is well placed to hold the post.

She said it would not be a problem for Abu Hassan to get all the



Sel angor state | eaders together and continue to pronote the well being and
the interest of the state Government within the progress in Ml aysia.

Questi oned whether she was surprised on the appointnent, Rafidah
responded: "Abu Hassan is the Selangor Umo Liaison Conmmittee Deputy
Chai rman and has been in politics for such a long tine.

He described his candidacy as the successor to Muhammad as the new
Menteri Besar as a very great honour.

"I accept the offer as a great responsibility which has to be
shoul dered as Sel angor's devel opnent is crucial in view of the various
maj or projects that were being inplemented,” he told Bernama when net at
hi s residence today.

Abu Hassan, 56, deputy chairman of the Selangor Umo Liai son Body,
resigned as cabinet mnister and vacated his Kuala Sel angor parlianentary
seat .

He will stand in the by-election for the Permatang state seat soon. (He
has to win the by-election as the post of MB nust be held by a nenber of
the state assenbly).

Dat uk Janal uddi n Adnan, who vacated the Permatang state seat, will
stand for the Kual a Sel angor parlianentary by-election. He once served as
Abu Hassan's political secretary.

Abu Hassan said he had not expected to be selected as the candidate to
beconme Sel angor Menteri Besar and only canme to know about it when Anwar
i nformed him after having had an audience with the Sultan this norning

The scene at Abu Hassan's residence was hectic this afternoon with
friends and supporters arriving to offer congratul ations.

Abu Hassan sai d Sel angor's devel opnent was crucial as it was a | eading
state in the country in line with the rapid national devel opnment.

He said other nega projects that were being inplenmented in Sel angor
i ncl uded Putraj aya, Cyberjaya and the West Port.

He sai d besides the support of Selangor |eaders, the continued support
and assistance of the Prine Mnister, Deputy Prine Mnister and the centra
government was extrenely inmportant as the projects involved the federal
governnment. -- BERNAMA
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