02 MAY 1997
Hassan- MB
ABU HASSAN APPO NTED NEW SELANGOR MENTERI BESAR

KUALA LUVMPUR, May 2 (Bernamm) -- Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs
M ni ster Datuk Abu Hassan QOrmar has been appointed Sel angor's new Menteri
Besar, endi ng weeks of specul ati on over the replacenent for Tan Sri
Muhammad Haji Muhamad Taib who resigned last April 14.

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m announced the
appoi ntnent at a noon news conference at his office today.

Earlier, Anwar had a 40-m nute audience with the Sultan of Selangor in
Shah Al am where he presented the nane of the new Menteri Besar.

Anwar said the Sultan had consented to Abu Hassan's appoi nt nent.

Abu Hassan, 56, who is Selangor Umo deputy l|iaison committee chairnan
resigned from his Cabi net post today, Anwar said.

In order to be Menteri Besar, Abu Hassan will contest in an inpending
by-election for the Permatang state seat to be vacated by the current
assenbl yman Janal uddi n Adnan.

Jamaluddin in turn will contest in the inpending parlianmentary
by-election for the Kuala Selangor seat to be vacated by Abu Hassan.

Anwar, who is Umo deputy president, said Abu Hassan and Jamal uddin
woul d vacate their seats today.

"We leave it to the Elections Conm ssion to set the dates for polling
in the parliamentray and state assenbly constituencies, and hope Abu Hassan
will win the election confortably,” he said.

Anwar said the Prine Mnister had informed the Selangor State Secretary
that the admi nistration of the state be carried out as usual in the absence
of a Menteri Besar until Abu Hassan takes over

He said Dr Mahathir wants the state admnistration to function snoothly
in the interim period w thout nmaking any major policy changes.

Anwar said the Prime Mnister has al so agreed that Entrepreneur
Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhanad act as the Mnister of Donestic
Trade and Consumner Affairs for the tine being.

On Abu Hassan's present duties, Anwar said: "He will now spend his tinme
in the Permatang state and Kual a Sel angor parlianmentary constituencies.”

Asked if Dr Mahathir had informed him of the grounds for Abu Hassan's
appoi ntnent, Anwar said he was not told anything but felt the mnister has
the experience and seniority after serving the federal governnent and
Sel angor Unmo.

As to whether Abu Hassan's appointment neant that other state executive
councillors and assenbl ynren were not considered suitable for the post,
Anwar said: "The issue does not arise because we had to choose a state
assenbl yman from Sel angor. So we chose Abu Hassan to contest (for a state
assenbly seat) based on his experience.”

Anwar said he was confident that the Selangor state government would
work as a team based on the pledge by state executive councillors and
Sel angor Umo liaison conmttee nmenbers to fully support whatever decision
the Prime M nister made.

"What is inmportant is that Abu Hassan is anong the npbst senior
politicians in Selangor, and has been able to handle several politica
crisis in the state,” he said.

Commenting on the Sultan of Selangor's statenent that he wants a
Menteri Besar who is clean and honest, Anwar said: "There are many who are
clean, but we chose Abu Hassan based on his experience and ability to work
for the good of the people.”



Asked if Abu Hassan's resignation fromhis mnister's post meant there
woul d a Cabinet reshuffle, Anwar said that was a nmatter to be determ ned by
the Prime Mnister. -- BERNAMA
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