04 DEC 1997
Assenbl y- Sel angor (Resi dence)
ABU HASSAN EXPLAI NS RVb M LLI ON RENOVATI ON

By: Abdul Aziz Harun

SHAH ALAM Dec 4 (Bernanm) -- A crying Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu
Hassan Omar said if given the choice he will prefer to stay in his own
house in Anpang Jaya rather in the house which had been renovated at a cost
of RVMb million in Shah Al am

"I come froma poor family and | do not yearn to stay in the officia
residence of the Selangor Menteri Besar with ny famly," he said as tears
ran down his cheeks in the state assenbly today.

He said the question of the official residence for the Sel angor Menteri
Besar was a never a priority nmatter to him since being appointed the
state's Chief Executive in June this year

Abu Hassan said following Tan Sri Muhamad Haji Mihanmad Taib's
resignation as Menteri Besar, he was appointed to succeed him but only
after one-and-a-half nmonths and he had to clear a |lot of accunul ated
adm ni strative work on taking over.

"When | was offered the post by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed, | did not care whether | will stay in the official residence of
the Menteri Besar or elsewhere," he said when winding up the debate on the
state budget for next year.

Abu Hassan said he had proposed that the official residence of the
Menteri Besar be turned into a governnent guest house and he was nore than
willing to commute between his Shah Al am of fice and Anpang Jaya or find
sone ot her house in Shah Al am

"At the neeting all nenbers of the House and al so heads of departnent
were asked for their views and they all agreed unani nously. The house is
not under the nane of Datuk Abu Hassan but under that of the Sel angor
Menteri Besar."

"The economic situation at that tine was good, | reported this matter
to the Prine Mnister but did not have the opportunity to so to Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim He was busy and | too was busy.
think the Prime Mnister conveyed the matter to his Deputy."”

He said since being appointed Menteri Besar on June 6, he only visited
the official residence two tinmes as his duties warranted his presence
t here.

Abu Hassan said in this renovation matter, the governnent did not
commt any irregularities and was prepared to be investigated by the
Audi t or-General or the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) at any tine.

"W have nothing to hide in this matter, we are open, accountable and
ready to be probed," he said.

Abu Hassan said the percentage of expenditure on the renovation was
fair as no renovation had been done on the house over the last 24 years

It accounted only 2.5 per cent of the RML69 million allocated for
devel opnent and operating expenditure under the heading of Menteri Besar
and State Secretary.

" Wth this, | acknow edge and take full responsibility over the
renovation works for the residence of the Selangor Menteri Besar," he
added.

Meanwhil e an architect said the house had to serve not only the present
Menteri Besar but future generation of Menteris Besar and no renovation
woul d be required for another 20 years.

He also pointed out that the official residence of the British Prine
Mnister at No 10 Downing Street, London, had been renovated over and over



again to |last several generations of Prime Mnisters. It is in the |long
terminterest of the country.

Short-sighted people should take into account the long term interest of
the state and its assets, the architect said. -- BERNAMVA
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