30/ 05/ 1997
Abu Hassan: BN s honour restored

Sa' odah Elias; Annie Freeda Cruez
KUALA SELANGOR, Thurs. - Sel angor Menteri Besar-desi gnate Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar, who won the Permatang State seat tonight, said the outcone of
tonight's three by-el ections restored the honour and integrity of the
Bari san Nasi onal .

He said he did not expect to winwith a big myjority although he
def eated Pas' Mhd Maskuri Mardzuki by 7,780 votes.

Thanki ng his supporters for their hard work, Abu Hassan said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, now on hol i day abroad, and acting
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimhad called to congratulate him

"Although | amvery tired, | don't expect to get any sleep tonight," he
said in his victory speech soon after the results were announced. "I
expect a streamof visitors."

Abu Hassan said Pas should not have contested the by-election as it was
sure to | ose

Wth his victory, Abu Hassan's passage to becone the next Menteri Besar
of Sel angor is confirned.

The results clearly proved that the BN was still the people's first
choi ce.

"The DAP's Teluk Intan by-election victory was a fluke," he said.

In an i mredi ate reaction, State MCA chairman Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said
the results indicated the people's full confidence in the BN | eadership

The thunmping majority of BN candi date Datuk Janmal uddi n Adnan was an
added boost.

"Their support will notivate Abu Hassan to push for nore devel opnent to
the State," he said.

M C vi ce-president Datuk M Mahal i ngam sai d the peopl e have nmade a wi se
choi ce by el ecting BN candi dat es.

State Umo Youth chief Soohaim Abdul Rahman said the results was a
clear nessage to the Opposition that they have no place in Sel angor.

Peopl e' s Progressive Party president Datuk M Kayveas said the results
showed there was no doubt that the people wanted a stronger BN Governnent.

Deputy Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said the
results proved beyond doubt that the people support the BN

Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Mistapa Mohamad said BN s
excel l ent perfornmance neant the peopl e gave anot her vote of confidence to
the Prime M nister for having appoi nted Abu Hassan as the Menteri Besar.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
Ismai|l said the results proved that the peopl e of Kual a Sel angor honour Dr
Mahat hir's choice

Meanwhi |l e, police are investigating alleged distribution of panphlets by
a group of people urging voters not to exercise their voting rights as
Bari san Nasi onal had al ready won.

Several officers fromthe special branch swung into action after sone
Umo | eaders inforned the police and handed over a car boot-full of
panphl ets allegedly printed and distributed by the group.

It is learnt that Kuala Sel angor Umo | eaders inforned the Sel angor
Pol i ce Contingent's special branch division |ast night.

A Sel angor police spokesman confirned that they were i nvestigating the
matter but refused to comment further.

Abu Hassan told reporters that the panphlets were found while being
distributed by the group in Permatang, |jok and Jeram



"The panphlets are distributed to di scourage people fromcom ng out to
vote. | believe this is the tactic enployed by the group to ensure that BN
| ose the seats or to reduce the mgjority," he added.

Initial investigations revealed that the group started distributing the
panphl ets fromyesterday eveni ng.

Abu Hassan said apart fromthe distribution of the panphlets, there were
no maj or untoward i nci dents.

Kual a Sel angor police chief, Superintendent Azmir Nadzri, said polling
at 45 polling centres for the Kual a Sel angor parlianentary and Permat ang
State constituenci es today went snoothly.
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