03/ 05/ 1997
Abu Hassan pi cked as new MB (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Saodah Eli as

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister Datuk
Abu Hassan Orar was picked to replace Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhammad Tai b as
Sel angor Menteri Besar in a surprise announcenent today.

The deci sion, which is unprecedented in the appoi ntment of a Menteri
Besar, saw Abu Hassan resigning as a Federal M nister and relinquishing
his Parliament seat to contest a State seat.

However, his appointment as Menteri Besar is subject to himw nning the
State seat. He will contest in a by-election in Pernatang, vacated today
by Dat uk Jamal uddi n Adnan who will now stand in a Parlianentary by-
el ection in Kual a Sel angor.

Jamal uddin had at one tinme served as Abu Hassan's political secretary.
The El ection Commi ssion will fix the nonmination and polling dates for both
contests soon.

The announcenent was made by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimat a Press conference at the Prine Mnister's Departnent. Anwar
had earlier nmet the Sultan of Sel angor in Shah Al am where he handed a
letter fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad on the sel ection
of Abu Hassan.

Abu Hassan subnmitted his resignation |etter today addressed to the Prine
M nister to his chief private secretary Datuk Abdul Aziz Ismail with a
copy to Anwar. Dr Mahathir is away on a tour of Ml awi, Botswana and South
Afri ca.

"W hope he will win convincingly in the by-election,” Anwar said,
addi ng that he believed voters in the constituency woul d show their
support.

Today' s announcenent ended al nost three weeks of specul ation on who
woul d repl ace Muhammad who resigned on April 14. Muhammad is facing two
charges at the Brisbhane magistrate's court for failing to declare the
equi valent of RM2.4 million while |eaving the Brisbane Internationa
ai rport for New Zeal and | ast Dec 22 and for making a fal se decl arati on.

Asked whet her Dr Mahathir had gi ven reasons for sel ecting Abu Hassan,
Anwar said: "He is experienced and has served as a Federal Mnister for
quite sonme time. Also, he is the State Umo |iaison conmittee deputy
chai rman. These show that he is sonmeone very senior, experienced and has
the capability to | ead and admi nister the State.”

Anwar sai d besi des being one of the nost senior politicians in Sel angor,
Abu Hassan had al so denonstrated his capability when he resol ved vari ous
probl ens and crises affecting the State.

Asked who woul d repl ace Abu Hassan as Donestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Mnister, Anwar said Dr Mahathir had agreed that Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mustapa Mohaned woul d serve as acting mnister.

On whet her a Cabinet reshuffle was on the cards, Anwar said the matter
woul d be the prerogative of the Prine Mnister.

Respondi ng to a question on who woul d | ead Sel angor in the interim
period, Anwar said: "Dr Mahathir has informed the State Secretary and the
Governnent that the adm nistration should continue as usual .

"Only that no decisions should be nmade on policy matters, new approval s
and major things like that...

Speaking to reporters earlier today, the Sultan said as far as he was
concerned the appoi ntnment of the Menteri Besar had been resol ved.

"I fully agree with the Prime Mnister's choice and support his



deci sion."

The Sultan said he felt the candi date was the best person for the post
as he had all the qualities to becone an effective Menteri Besar.

"He is clean, honest and trustworthy and | amconfident that he will be
abl e to discharge his duties well."

Asked what advice he would give to the new Menteri Besar, the Ruler said
he must exercise greater care when carrying out his duties, be honest and
sincere, nust not tell lies and, nost inmportantly, he nust be trustworthy,
especially when dealing in matters of public interest.

"He should al so be nore careful in nanaging the State's funds and nake a
greater effort to be closer to the people,” the Ruler said, adding he felt
very strongly about Menteris Besar who left the people to fend for
t hensel ves and di sregarded their feelings.

Asked when the new Menteri Besar would be sworn in, the Sultan said
there was no hurry.

"I amleaving for London (tonorrow) and now that the candi date has been
chosen, the swearing-in can be done later," he said.
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