30/ 06/ 1997

Abu Zahar wi |l propose Ml acca as site for bridge

MALACCA, Sun. - Chief Mnister Datuk Abu Zahar Isnin said he woul d suggest
to the Federal Government that the proposed bridge |inking Peninsular
Mal aysia and Surmatra be built in Ml acca.

Abu Zahar said the bridge could be built in Kuala Linggi which is about
30km from Merlimau and about 48km from Sumatr a.

"A wor ki ng paper on the proposal is being prepared by State Secretary
Dat uk Wra Abdul Rahman Jamal," he said

He was speaking to reporters after opening the Al or Gaj ah Umo division
del egates conference in Masjid Tanah today.

He added that a commttee conprising officers fromthe State Econom c
Pl anni ng Unit, Marine Departnent and the Public Wrks Departnment had al so
been formed to study the viability of the project.

"They net recently to discuss details of the | ocation which we feel is
appropri ate because of its distance from Sunmatra."

Abu Zahar al so said the State Government woul d di scuss with
representatives fromthe Johor and Negri Senbilan Governnents to get their
support.

"If our proposal is accepted, it will help expedite the devel opnent of
the Kual a Linggi and Merlimau industrial corridor," he added.

Abu Zahar said the proposal would be forwarded to the Governnment "very
soon. "

Earlier this nonth, Ml aysia and | ndonesia unveiled plans to build a
bri dge across the Mal acca Straits.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad di scl osed this after tal ks
wi th President Suharto of |Indonesia on June 15 when attendi ng the
i naugural sunmit of the Heads of Governnent of the group of eight Islamc
devel opi ng nati ons.

Dr Mahat hir had said making the proposed bridge a reality woul d depend
on a feasibility study bei ng undert aken.

However, he did not give details on the proposed bridge. The Straits of
Mal acca separates Peninsul ar Malaysia from Sumatra and i s one of Southeast
Asia's nost vital trading routes.

Presently, ferry services |link the two regions through Kukup in Johor,
Mal acca and Penang.
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