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ACA NEEDS TO | NVESTI GATE ALLEGATI ON AGAI NST EXCO MEMBERS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 10 (Bernama) -- Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad said the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) has to
i nvestigate to determ ne whether there is any truth to various
al l egations including corruption against eight State Executive
Counci |l | ors.

"This is normal. If there is suspicion that they are involved in
corruption, the ACA nust do its job to find out whether there is basis
or not," he told reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz I|nternational
Airport in Subang on his return fromofficial visit to Kuwait, Bahrain
and Paki st an.

He was asked to comment on today's front page news about eight
State Executive Councillors fromsix states being investigated by the
ACA for alleged involvenent in corrupt practices.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the ACA also needs to verify
report connecting Selangor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad Haj i
Muhammad Taib with property ownership in Australia.

"If there is such a report, we have to see whether there is basis
or not," he said.

"I know nothing of the matter, wait for the ACA (investigation). |
don't want to influence the ACA it's up to ACA to investigate," he said at
a news conference also attended by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

Last Monday, Anwar had told the Dewan Rakyat that Mihamrad was under
investigation for failing to declare RM.4 mllion in cash in Australia as
wel | as other cases.

According to Anwar, the ACA would also investigate a report relating to
property ownership by Muhamad in Austrlia as published recently in the The
Bri sbane Courier Mil.

Asked whet her ACA Director-General should be enpowered to decide on
prosecution of corruption cases instead of the Attorney-CGeneral, the Prine
Mnister said it is better if the AG studies cases concerned.

"I don't know the final points but usually if there is a case it mnust
be submitted to the AG or else it may be wong inlaw ... so, it's better
for the AGto study the case to find out whether it is correct in law," he
sai d.

On Mal aysia's proposal to acquire sonme stake in the troubled Dutch

aircraft manufacturer, N. V.Fokker, Dr Mhathir said Ml aysia will not go
ahead with the plan if it is not allowed to study the conpany's financial
posi tion.

"If we cannot nake due diligence, we will not buy ... we are not

tal ki ng about 10 sen or one ringgit, it's mllions.

"We have to be careful. W cannot spend the country's noney just like
that," he said.

Anwar had said yesterday that Ml aysia is unable to pursue its interest
to the sal vage bankrupt aircraft manufacturer after the country was denied
access to Fokker's accounts. -- BERNAVA

AZZ ABG



	ACA NEEDS TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATION AGAINST EXCO MEMBERS, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 10/04/1997)

