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Accept Islam c teachings to solve social problens

Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahmad; Abdul Latiff Mhd | brahi m

ITis now becomi ng very topical to tal k about social ills. Both Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim have given their coments on the seriousness of the problem Dr
Mahat hir hinmsel f reveal ed that Mal ays constituted about 67 per cent of

t hose i nvol ved.

Many have conme up with theories as to what has caused these social ills
to spread like wildfire anong the Malay youth. It has been suggested that
| ack of parental care, control and supervision including i nadequate
parenting skills are the main causes of these problens.

O hers seemto think that the educati onal process is inadequate in
produci ng youths of high noral qualities.

It seens that religious education has also fail ed.

To overcone social ills in Ml aysia, nmany suggestions have al so been put
forward. They include maki ng national service conpul sory for youths,

i ntroduci ng courses on parenting skills, a total revanp of the religious
curriculumin the education systemand sl owi ng down the pace of physica
devel opnent of the country.

The problemof social ills has been with us for quite sonme tinme and sone
programres have been introduced by the Government to check specific
probl ens |i ke dadah abuse, |epak, bohsia and bohj an.

In the early 1980s, the CGovernnent enbarked on a programe of infusion
of Islamic values in adm nistration and society. Wat has happened to this
programme? Sinilarly programres |ike Rakan Muda, Rakan Masjid and
Jayawari s usi ng huge public allocations have al so been inpl enented. And
what has happened to all these grandi ose programmes?

Whi | e tal king about the causes of social decay anong youths, we cannot
discard the |l arger issue of noral disintegration in society. It is very
convenient to blane and bash certain | evels of society |like parents and
educators while avoi ding the root of the whole problem

It is obvious that the public | ooks up to people holding public office
as their role nodels given the fact that they are constantly being
portrayed in the nedia as "exenplary"” individuals. Therefore, these public
figures should exhibit positive character traits for youths to enul ate
Evi dently, such role nodels are | acki ng anong those hol di ng such i nportant
positions.

W have been constantly rem nded by Dr Mahathir of the preval ence of
nmoney politics, corruption and m suse of power ampng top-|evel politicians
and admi nistrators. Under such circunstances, howis the youth going to
heed t he advice of these public figures?

There seens to be a desire to create a "civil society" as the
fundanment al basis of a Mal aysian society prior to 2020. This civil
society, it seens, nust be free fromsocial evils, one which hates
corruption, abuse of power and other forns of cruelty. Yet, how are we
going to achieve this ideal when the preval ence of social ills is on the
ri se and conpounded by acts of people of influence, nainly politicians and
top-1evel adm nistrators?

We strongly believe that the Malay youth nust be brought back to basic
| sl ami ¢ fundanental s and practices - not just harping on "lIslanic val ues”
alone. In order for this to succeed, the Malay | eaders nust first set the
exanpl e by changing their ways of thinking and behavi our according to
I sl ami ¢ norms and regul ati ons.



Unl ess and until there is a sincere commitnent to uproot this problem by
accepting the core teachings of Islamas the noral code and regul ati ons as
the way of life, we will not be able to solve this problemeven if we
i nt roduce nore programes and spend nore mllions of ringgit.
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