13 NOv 1997
JUST- Congr essnen
ACCEPT MAHATHI R S EXPLANATI ON, U. S CONGRESSMEN URGED

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- The 27 U.S Congressnen who dermanded
that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad apol ogi se for his remark about a Jew sh
conspiracy in relation to currency nanipulation, or resign as prinme
m ni ster, should accept his clarification on the matter, JUST said today.

JUST, the International Mvenment For A Just Wrld said the Congressnen
shoul d accept it in the interest of maintaining good relations between
their country and Mal aysi a.

The novenent's president Prof Chandra Mizaffar said it was the height
of absurdity for the Congressnen to make the demand which reflected the
growi ng arrogance of the people in power in Capitol H Il

"They have arrogated to thenselves the right to appoint and dismss
| eaders in the South; the right to decide who should trade with whonm the
right to tell |eaders of other nations which countries they should or
shoul d not visit; the right to order a sovereign nation to sell or not to
sell arms to certain countries,” he said in a statenment, here, today.

He said that if the US Congressnen had any understanding at all of
denocracy, they would appreciate the sinple fact that Dr Mahathir was the
head of a denocratically el ected governnent.

Prof Chandra said that to challenge Dr Mahathir's right to be prine
nmnister was to challenge the right of a denocratically elected governnent
to rule.

He said at a tine when the nation was facing enormous chall enges from
an unjust global system Dr Mhathir's |eadership was crucial

"Indeed, Dr Mahathir's |eadership is equally indispensable for the
nations of the South as a whole who are being increasingly marginalised
within the existing global system" he said.

JUST clainmed that it was because Dr Mhathir had energed as an
ef fective spokesman for the rights of the South that he was being targeted
by those who sought to perpetuate US gl obal domi nance

He added that Conservative nenbers of the US Congress were anong the
nost ardent advocates of a US domi nated gl obal system and that was why they
were trying to remove Dr Mahathir as prinme mnister. -- BERNAMA
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