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ACCUSATI ONS AGAI NST DR MAHATHI R UTTERLY WLD, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahim today said the allegation by 34 United States congressnen
that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is anti-Jew and
anti-Semtic is utterly wld.

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, told the Dewan Rakyat here it was
untrue that Dr Mahathir is anti-Jew and anti-Semtic.

The Prime Mnister's track record would show that Dr Mahathir is an
uphol der of the principles of denbcracy and nulti-racialismas evident in
the country, Anwar said.

"To allege that Dr Mahathir is anti-Semtic is nmaking a wild
accusation. W is a Senmite? According to the Oxford Dictionary, a Senite
is a nmenber of any of the peopl es supposedly descended from Shem sons of
Noah, including especially the Jews, Arabs, Assyrians, Babylonians and
Phoeni ci ans.

"Does that nean that Dr Mahathir dislikes all these races including the
Arabs. Sone people regard the Jews as the Children of Abraham Not only
Jews alone. Al Mislinms and Christians are also Children of Abraham" Anwar
sai d.

He was tabling a notion to express the House's full support for Dr
Mahat hir as Prine Mnister and object to the US investigation into
i nvestments by Petronas, the national oil corporation, in Iran.

Tabling of the notion followed a draft resolution by a group of US
congressnen demanding Dr Mahathir to publicly apol ogise or resign over
al l eged statement of a Jewi sh conspiracy in Southeast Asian currency
specul ati on.

Dr Mahathir had repeatedly clarified that his statement was
m sinterpreted and that he is not anti-Jew.

The notion was also in protest against the US' attenpt to invoke its
Iran-Li bya Sanctions Act 1996 on Petronas for investing nore than US$20
mllion in a gas project in Iran.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir's statement on the involvenent of international
financier George Soros, who is a Jew, in currency speculation in the region
was |lifted out in bits and pieces that the prine mnister was nmade to
appear to be anti-Jew and anti-Semtic.

In this context, anyone reading Shakespeare's "Merchant of Venice"
randomy was bound to regard Shakespeare as anti-Jew for describing the bad
si des of Shylock, the Jew sh trader.

"Does this mean Shakespeare is anti-Jew? The decision depends on
readi ng the whol e corpus of Shakespeare's works," he said defending Dr
Mahathir's statenent which was taken out of context.

"W should | ook at what he (Dr Mahathir) had said in totality and nore
i nportantly, at what he had done,"” Anwar said.

Dr Mahathir, he said, had a sterling track record in fighting for
multi-racial and multi-religious ideals in the country, the results of
which were political stability and racial harnony.

Because of these factors, the country attained excellent growh I|evels,
Anwar sai d.

On the 34 US congressnen's claimthat Dr Mahathir was now al so anti-US,
Anwar said the governnent chose to nove the notion in the Dewan Rakyat
today because it respected and valued the good rel ations between Ml aysia
and the US.



"We have strong trade and econonmic ties with the United States and we
have | ong-established relations with the United States with trade totalling
RMB66 billion |ast year," he said.

Anwar said the nunmber of WMl aysian students in the US now totalled
11, 646, of whom 3, 602 were government-sponsor ed.

"Therefore it is also illogical to say Malaysia is questioning its good
relations with the United States. But just as the United States fromtine
to time openly renmarked about a sovereign and independent nation, we also
have the right and freedom to comment on donestic and international
devel oprents, " said Anwar.

On the notion's objection to the US investigation into Petronas’
investment in Iran, Anwar said the governnent did not plan to extend any
cooperation to the US investigating team

US Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Sanctions and Comudities
Wl liam Ransay arrived here today for the Petronas probe.

He said the US' attenpt to invoke its Iran-Libya Sanctions Act on
Petronas was illogical because the nove was not only unilateral but the |aw
al so contravened the principles of free trade.

"While we respect the right of any country to have their own | aws and
sanctions, we believe it is illogical for the United States to inpose |aws,
applicable only in the United States, on Ml aysia, its conpanies or its
peopl e," he said.

In this context, he said, invoking the Act to question Petronas' right
to have joint investnment with other conpanies in lIran was regrettable.

A tripartite consortium conprising Petronas, Total SA of France and
Russia's Gazprom has invested US$2 billion in a gas project in South Pars
in lran.

Dr Mahathir and French president Jacques Chirac, after their recent
tal ks in Langkawi, announced Ml aysia and France's objection to the US
attenpt to probe those conpanies. -- BERNAMVA
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