21/ 06/ 1997

Activated: National commttee for | and di sasters

KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - The National Di saster Assistance and Managenent
Conmittee was today activated to handle all |and disasters, floods,
bui l di ng col |l apse and spillage of industrial and hazardous waste
materi al s.

The conmittee, under the National Security Council in the Prine
M nister's Departnent, owed its origins to the Hi ghland Towers apartnent
bl ock col lapse in Hulu Klang on Dec 11, 1993 which killed 48 peopl e.

Learning fromthe massive and conpl ex rescue work arising out of the
apartment col |l apse, a special cabinet conmttee under the chairmanship of
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mordered the review of the
operations and activities of the NSC s Natural D saster Committee on My
18, 1994.

The idea then was to have a coordi nati ng body whi ch would cut red tape
and afford a swift and efficient response to save lives and mninise
injuries.

Announci ng the activation of the NDAMC today, |Information M nister Datuk
Mohanmed Rahmat said the NDC and its associ ated sub-conmittees at the State
and district | evels were now di shanded.

Mohamed, who is al so NDAMC chai rman, said Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned approved the new structure of the disaster relief
coordi nati on body on May 11

"This structure was subnmitted for the Prime Mnister's attention by the
NSC after anal ysing the crisis nanagenent adopted during several tragedies
nationwi de i n the past four years.

"The | atest tragedy was the tropical storm Greg i n Sandakan and Keni ngau
, Sabah, in Decenber |ast year, resulting in the loss of nore than 250
lives," he said.

The NDAMC, like its predecessor NDC, would be set up at the national,
State and district |evels.

The State NDAMC will be chaired by the State secretary while the
district officer will handle the district-level conmittee.

The 21-menber comrittee will include representatives fromthe Finance
Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnent, and Health Mnistries, police,
Armed Forces, Fire Services and Rescue Departnment and t he NSC

Mohanmed stressed the NDAMC woul d not oversee air and sea rel ated
di sasters.

"The Departrment of Civil Aviation, Marine Departnment and Transport
M nistry would continue to be responsible for the search and rescue
operations," he said.

Earlier, Mhaned briefed State Governnent secretaries, senior officials
fromthe respective Mnistries and the uniformed corps, on the policies
and strategi es of the NDAMC
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