29/ 06/ 1997

Acting PMvisits site of del ayed housi ng project

PENANG, Sat. - Acting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday
vi sited Hal aman Darai in CGeorgetown, one of several del ayed housing
projects in the State by devel oper Duniaga Sdn Bhd.

The project's | ow cost bl ock has been conmpl eted and occupi ed. However,
residents of a second bl ock of nmediumcost units are still waiting for the
certificate of fitness while a third bl ock of nediumcost units is under
construction.

Housebuyers of Hal aman Damai in Kanpung Nyak Puteh, Georgetown were told
when they signed their sal es and purchase agreenents in 1992 that the
proj ect would be conpleted in 1995.

They have for the past two to three years been servicing their bank
| oans while burdened at the sane tine with paying rental on their present
hones and supporting their fanmli es.

Buyers such as shi pping cl erks Abdul Razak Abdul Rahman, 49, Mhd Johari
Mohd Arif, 35, and Fai zul Mohamad, 37, have eagerly awaited Anwar's visit
to air their grouses.

Abdul Razak said the nmonthly repaynment on his housing |loan is RVMBO7 and
the house he currently rents at Jal an Tunku cost RMB50 per nonth. Faizu
pays RMA00 for renting a Nusantara flat and another RVb17 to repay his
| oan every nont h.

Mohd Johari took a RMb2, 000 housi ng | oan. The bank had rel eased RW0, 000
to Duni aga and now he owes the bank an accunul ated RMB, 000 in interest on
the sumrel eased.

"My nonthly salary is RML, 000 and RVM350 goes to pay for ny house rental
i n Kanpung Mel ayu and the rest to support ny famly. | can't afford to pay
the loan interest,” he said.

Simlar grievances were expressed by buyers of other Duniaga projects.
The New Straits Tinmes today highlighted conmpl ai nts by purchasers of the
abandoned Sri Bayu project in Bayan Lepas.

Anwar, who had | aunched Sri Bayu in 1992, said the State Bum putera
Steering Committee, at its nmeeting two nonths ago, decided to |ook for a
new devel oper to continue with the project.

A Duni aga spokesman, who declined to be named, told reporters at the
Hal aman Danmai site today that Hal aman Danai and Sri Bayu actual ly fornmed
t he package A and package B, respectively, of the same project.

He said the conpany is 100 per cent owned by Bum puteras. It was forned
in 1975 wi th UDA Hol di ng Sdn Bhd having 35 per cent share of Duniaga til
1978.

A press report | ast Decenber named one Idris Abdul Ghani as its genera
manager while another report in April last year naned one K B. Teoh as the
gener al manager

Duni aga i s a Penang-based conpany. It has two ot her problemriddl ed
proj ects on the mainl and.

Its Desa Danai shophouse project in Bukit Mertajamhas yet to be issued
CFs al though the purchasers had paid up to 90 per cent of the price over
the past 10 years. The matter was hi ghlighted when Bukit Mertajam MP Dr
Tan Chong Keng visited the project earlier this nonth.

Its Taman Desa Jawi project in N bong Tebal, |aunched in 1986, conprises
156 terrace and cluster houses and shophouses but remain unconpleted to
t hi s day.

Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mohd Shariff Orar who visited the site |ast



mont h gave the devel oper three nonths to conpl ete phase four of the
project or face the consequences.
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