22/ 07/ 1997
Adapt to changing tines, says Dr M

A. Kadir Jasin in Ckayanm, Japan

MALAYSI ANS must be willing to adapt to the changing times and environnent
if they want to continue to remain the masters of their own country, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d yest erday.

The Prinme M nister stressed that many things and activities could no
| onger be carried out in the old ways - ways the people were used to when
the country was very nuch rural

Speaking to Mal aysian journalists at the end of his five-day working
visit to Japan, Dr Mahathir said while Ml aysia's popul ati on was on the
i ncrease, so was the country's dependence on forei gn workers.

He therefore felt that the "kampung way" of doing things were no | onger
suitabl e as they were unable to neet the demand of the | arger popul ation
and in overcomning the | abour shortage.

Dr Mahathir said the two-nonth holiday and the working visit to Japan
and several European countries had provided hima new and cl earer
perspective of the direction that the country nust take.

The trip had enabled himto clear his mnd so that he was able to | ook
at Malaysia's position fromthe gl obal perspective.

He said either Mal aysians change with tinme by adopting nore productive
approaches to business, or they risk having the country overrun by foreign
wor ker s.

This was why, said Dr Mahathir, that he concentrated nuch of his tine in
Okayama | ooki ng at nodern net hods of food preparation and the pronotion of
capital and technol ogy i ntensive industries.

He saw Mal aysi an traditional food preparation nmethod as not being
productive enough to neet the rising demands and di d not guarantee hygi ene
and cl eanl i ness.

For this reason, said Dr Mahathir, Ml aysians who were involved in the
food catering business shoul d consi der adopti ng nmodern cooki ng, packagi ng
and di stribution methods.

He, however, acknowl edged that changi ng the m ndset woul d not be easy
especi ally when the Governnment policy at one tinme was to encourage as many
peopl e as possi ble to becone hawkers.

But this policy, said Dr Mahathir, was adopted at a tine when there was
mass unenpl oyment in the country.

"Now t hat we have achieved full enploynent, we should change our
m ndset. | amsure with proper explanation and with the co-operation of
everyone, including the Press, the m ndset can be changed."

He cited the exanple of an industrial-size kitchen operated by a
Japanese conpany that produced 12,000 boxes of Japanese |lunch a day within
just four hours before they were consuned.

Asked what his next step would be, Dr Mahathir said he woul d di scuss
with the Cabinet and State Governnents on ways and neans of encouragi ng
this method of food preparation.

He said either the country adopted | abour-savi ng net hods of doing
business or it had to continue inporting foreign workers.

Judgi ng by Japan's experience, he said this did not have to be the case.
Japan which had six tines nore people than Mal aysia, had a nmuch smaller
nunber of foreign workers.

The sane, he said, should also apply to agriculture. He cited the case
of a 2,400ha farmin Engl and whi ch was operated by only ei ght people.
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