23 FEB 1997
Sany- ElI A
ADDI TIONAL RV M LLION FOR EI A STUDY ON AMBI TI QUS H GHWAY PROIECT

MELAKA, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- The governnent has increased by RM nillion
the allocation for the Environmental |npact Assessnent (EIA) study on the
proposed highway linking the peninsula's three highland resorts -- Genting

Hi ghl ands, Caneron Hi ghl ands and Fraser's Hill.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said today the nove to boost
the amount to RM3.5 mllion fromthe initial RML.5 mllion proved the
government was serious in ensuring mninmal environnental danmage to the
areas affected by the project.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad had expl ai ned
clearly the governnent's stand on the project.

The government would not shirk its responsibility to preserve the
environnent in going ahead with the project which also enabled the people
to enjoy the environnental beauty in its original setting and the cool
breeze of the highland, he said.

The government had al ways ensured that environnental danage was kept to
the m ni mum when carrying out new projects, he told reporters after opening
the Mal aysian Tami| Youth Bell Cub's annual del egates conference at Ayer
Ker oh here.

Sany Vellu said it was a standard practice to take into account the
envi ronnental inpact of every devel opnent project undertaken by the
government particularly involving forests and highl ands.

He said the governnent was prepared to spend big sum of noney to ensure
the projects did not cause serious danages to the environnment.

"We do not want minor problens |eading to cancellation of devel opnment
projects," he said.

Sany Vellu also said his mnistry had received nany proposals from
private conpanies to participate in the coastal highway project from
Banting in Sel angor to Gel ang Patah in Johor.

He said the proposed hi ghway passing through Morib in Sel angor, Port
Di ckson in Negeri Senbilan and Mel aka was being studied by the Econonic
Planning Unit (EPU) in the Prime Mnister's Department.

EPU was vetting the applications to ensure the conpanies had the
financial resources and expertise to undertake the project, he said, adding
that the successful bidder would be decided in three nonths.

In his speech, Sany Vellu, who is MC president, urged |Indian youth
organi sations to keep up with the country's rapid growth.

He said Ml aysia required skilled personnel and expertise in science
and technol ogy and not rubber tappers or estate |abourers.

Al so present were Deputy Transport M nister Datuk Wra Mhaned Ali
Rustam who is also president of 4B Youth and Wrld Assenbly of Youth (WAY)
and State M C chairman R Raghavan. -- BERNAVA
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