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Mahat hir-LI D
ADOPT SMART PARTNERSHI P CONCEPT, SAYS MAHATHI R

LANGKAW , July 27 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad has called for a conplete change in the mndset of the people,
saying that adopting a smart partnership will pit themwell in an

environment fraught w th chall enges.

He said the energence of digital technology had transformed the rules
of conpetition in business resulting in only one or two parties emerging as
Wi nners.

"New concepts of trade and investnent has created the need for a
revol utionary business ethos," he said in a nessage in the souvenir
programre of the Langkawi International D alogue 1997 (LID '97).

Dr Mahathir, who is LID '97's patron and advisor, said that too often
in the past, conpetition neant one out of two parties nust energe as the
wi nner while the other had to accept the role of |oser.

"However, as we approach the new millenium the comnbination of high
technol ogy and gl obal i sed narkets has established new concepts of trade and
i nvestnent," he said.

"This has created the need for a revol utionary business ethos and
princi ples and governnents to re-engi neer not only our work processes, but
al so the midset of our people," he added.

The Prine Mnister said the smart partnership concept could be expanded
to other entities such as between individuals, conpanies and cities.

He said that the concept should not be confined to only between the
government and private sector and between nations in a region.

Citing the Barbados International Dialogue (BID "96) for Snmall States
and the recently held Southern Africa International Dialogue (SAID "97) in
Kasane, Botswana, Dr Mahathir said he was pleased to note that the LID had
been followed by simlar initiatives in other regions.

"This will help to usher in a new understandi ng between regions and
groupi ngs which will contribute to an era of global peace and prosperity, a
Commonweal th of the Wrld where wealth would truly be common," he said.

Dr Mahathir said LID '97 woul d strengthen person-to-person
relationships to form Smart Partnerships which would help one another for
the benefit of all mankind.

This years's LID thened "Smart Partnership in Action' will be attended
by heads of governnents, vice-presidents, deputy prine ninisters and
m nisters from countries such as Botswana, Jordan, Nam bia, Mlaw,

Swazil and, Mauritius, Genada, Seychelles and Zi nbabwe. -- BERNAMA
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