26/ 06/ 1997
Adopting PNB nodel to rai se nunber of niddle-class Bunis

Jason Cerald

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - The Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry will adopt a
progranmmre from Pernodal an Nasi onal Berhad to hel p i ncrease the nunber of
m ddl e cl ass bumi put er a.

Its Mnister Datuk Mistapa Mohaned said the mnistry had gi ven PNB t he
job to inplenment the programre in compani es which the government has
interest in.

"The programre, based on PNB's nodel will include the expansion of
vendor and franchi se programmes, hel ping F-class contractors to raise
their standards and devel oping themto be consultants,”" Mistapa told
reporters after his weekly post-cabi net neeting.

"The main reason for inplementing this programe is to ensure the
conti nued and adequate bum putera participation and to further devel op
them as professionals," he said.

Today's nove is a followup to the call nade by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad | ast March for efforts in increasing the niddle
cl ass Bumi put era popul ati on.

Dr Mahathir said that although the Governnment was successful in
providing job opportunities for |ower income bracket Bum puteras and
devel opi ng corporate | eaders, this was not the case for the niddle class.

Must apa al so said that Mara had decided to give a newimge to its
arcades and bazaars throughout the country in a joint venture with the
private sector.

"This has to be done with the help of the private sector as the
al l ocation for the upgradi ng of these bazaars and arcades will cost a | ot
of noney."

He added that sone of these structures had been there for 25 to 30
years, and no |longer suited the | ocal devel opnent.

Must apa added that Mara will hold a pronotion to boost business at these
new pl aces.

"The mnistry expects to upgrade one bazaar or arcade in every state in
stages, as the cost of upgrading will be high if we were to give a new
|l ook to all 4,000 of such places.

"The total cost of upgrading the bazaars and arcades is estimted at
RVb0O, 000, " he added.

(END)



	Adopting PNB model to raise number of middle-class Bumis (NST 26/06/1997)

