13/ 04/ 1997

Adopt “Kita Bol eh' concept, urges Taib

KUCHI NG Sat. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud today urged
Bum puteras in the State to accept Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s Kita Bol eh (W Can) concept to inprove thensel ves.

Tai b said this forward-1ooking concept, which was based on vision and
courage, was one of the key el enments why Dr Mahathir's adm ni strati on was
successf ul

"W nust abandon the old perspective which is narrow and fearful of the
ot her races.

"This is the mindset of the colonial era which nakes us feel small. W
must strive to adapt ourselves to changes," he said when opening the two-
day Bumi putera Unity Congress this norning.

The Congress, which was attended by about 600 participants at the Dama
Lagoon Resort, was jointly organi sed by Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu,
Sar awak Mal ay Cul tural Foundation, and the Sarawak Dayak Cul tura
Foundat i on.

Tai b added that the total nunber of Bumiputera mllionaires in the State
remai ned snall conpared to the other races despite their success in
busi ness endeavours.

He enmphasi sed the need to enlarge the nunber of Buni putera businessnen
and criticised those who underm ned the ability of their own race.

Taib said there were those who preferred to wait for "hand-outs" from
t he Government rather than work hard for success.

On unity, Taib said the State had devel oped rapidly over the past 15
years because the various races in the State were willing to support and
wor k together for a commopn cause.

"Devel opnent is the greatest vehicle to achieve and maintain unity and
create a newreality.

"This newreality is that we are all Anak Sarawak, Rakyat Ml aysia," he
sai d.

Taib said the transformati on, which had taken place in the State in the
past 30 years, was nuch nore than what the State had seen in the | ast 300
years.

Bef ore | ndependence, for instance, |ess than 20 per cent of the
popul ati on had the privilege to live in the urban areas.

But today, the figure had increased to nearly 50 per cent and was stil
growi ng. "As recently as 15 years ago, poverty was about 50 per cent but
we have managed to bring it down to about 20 per cent today."

Taib also reiterated the need for owners of Native Customary Rights |and
to develop their land for comercial agriculture.
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