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Adults' responsibility to ease suffering of infected children

Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - It is the adults' responsibility to ease the
suffering of children infected with and affected by H V/ Al DS, and enabl e
children at risk of H'V to grow up uninfected.

Mal aysi an Al DS Counci| president and Mal aysi an Al DS Foundati on chairman
Dati n Paduka Marina Mahathir said today although Al DS was the nost
publicised disease in the world, its inmpact on children had not been
adequately dealt with.

"In a world with AIDS, children nust becone everybody's responsibility,"
she said during the unveiling of MAC and MAF's World Al DS Day nedi a
canpaign, directed at the i ssue of social discrimnation against affected
chil dren.

This year's Wrld AIDS Day theme, "Children Living in a Wrld with
Al DS", was selected by the United Nations Joint Programre on H V/ Al DS.

"It is our hope that the campaign will increase public understandi ng of
the nmagni tude of the epidemc as well as result in policies and actions
whi ch woul d prevent H V transm ssion and ninimse the i npact of AIDS on
children, their famlies and their communities," she said.

Meanwhi | e students of Futurekids Conputer Learning Centre presented nore
than 200 "Hope & Care" cards to Marina, to be distributed to children
af fected by HHV/AIDS i n Mal aysi a and over seas.

Mari na al so accepted a RMLO, 000 contribution fromfamly and friends of
Fut ur eki ds students, which will go to MAC s Paediatric Al DS Fund for
Mal aysi an children infected and affected by H V/ Al DS.

She al so unveiled the MAC and MAF' s progranme for Wrld Al DS Day.

On Sunday, Mal aysians will be able to take part in the annual Red Ri bbon
Carnival which offers sports, cultural and other fun activities under the
patronage of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The Prime Mnister and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali,
will be the guests of honour at Sunday's Red Ri bbon Concert.

Phar maceuti cal conpany Merck, Sharp & Dohne has pl edged RwW0, 000 for
Wal k of Hope on the sane day, ained at pronoting public solidarity in
chal I engi ng the i npact of AIDS in Ml aysia.

Al'l three events will take place at Stadi um Merdeka. Entrance to the
carnival is free, while those interested in attending the concert will be
invited to donate a m ni num of RVb.

Marina al so said Mal aysia woul d host the Fifth International Congress on
AIDS in Asia and the Pacific in 1999.

The biennial | CAAP is ained at advanci ng conmuni cati on and col | aborati on
transcendi ng di sci plines, cultures and boundaries on scientific,
behavi oural , educational, ethical, economc and political aspects of AlDS.

Its objectives are to instill a higher degree of awareness about
H V/AIDS and its inmpact in Malaysia; to bring about better managenent of
H V/ AIDS i n Sout heast Asia and to provide the best and | atest infornmation
on HI V/ Al DS research.

About 3,000 participants are expected to attend.
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