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Adults also to blane for social ills

A. Kadir Jasin

NOWthat Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has spoken openly
about social ills affecting the country, especially the young, every other
Tan, Dorai sany and Hassan (the Ml aysi an equi val ent of Tom Dick and
Harry) thinks that he rmust junp on the bandwagon.

I do not think Dr Mahathir m nds, though. Al though Tan, Dorai sany and
Hassan may not be totally clear about the problemand howto go about
solving it, the fact that the Prine Mnister's plea has provoked their
concern is a positive sign

We need Tan, Doraisany and Hassan as nuch as we need the sociol ogi sts,
psychol ogi sts, social activists and political parties to battle the
wor seni ng probl ens of dadah addi ction, domestic violence, child abuse,

t eenage sexual prom scuity, runaways, loitering and many nore rel ated
pr obl ens.

But in order to give the issue its proper perspective, it nmust be noted
that adults are equally responsible for causing these probl ens and even
participating in them

| f Tan, Doraisanmy and Hassan were responsi bl e husbands and fathers, many
of these problens would not have arisen in the first place. It seens that
men are better at nmki ng babi es (pardon the expression) than parenting
t hem

Long before this issue took centre stage, a brainstormn ng session
organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry in Langkawi had identified
t hese and ot her probl ems anbng the yout hs.

Chaired by the Mnister, Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin, and attended by
religious and conmunity | eaders, educationists, sociologists and seni or
civil servants, the neeting identified the lack of parenting skills as one
of the core reasons for teenagers and young peopl e engaging in these self-
destructive activities.

| was fortunate to be invited to take part in the session and | agreed
whol e- heartedly when a wonan partici pant bluntly sai d nodern Ml aysi an
coupl es thought they could be good parents sinply because they were
educat ed and wel | -t o-do.

It was at that neeting that a proposal was made for school -l eavers to be
put through a kind of national service, not necessarily of the mlitary
kind, to inculcate discipline and a sense of social responsibility in them
as well as to guide themin educational and career choi ces.

As for failures at parenting, it has to be noted that they are as high
anong educated and well-to-do parents as they are anbng poor, uneducated
parents in the villages and the cranped City Hall flats and squatter
col oni es.

Spendi ng too nmuch tine but incorrectly with children is as bad as not
spendi ng enough tine with them Parents who | aze around t he house, snoking
cigarettes, watching endl ess hours of banal TV dramas, reading trashy
tabl oi ds, shouting at each other and nagging at the children cannot be a
positive influence on their offspring.

Simlarly, parents who are too caught up with work, the high Iife and
outdoor activities cannot be positive exanples either.

Just think, how many tines a week or how many mnutes a day do we talk
to our teenage sons and daughters, asking them about their day at school,
about how they are getting along with their honework, projects and
friends, about how they use their pocket noney, about their surfing of the



Internet and about the length of their hair?

O how many times do we gat her enough courage to talk to them about sex
and tell themnot to snoke, drink or take drugs?

And have we warned themto be careful when they visit the shopping
conpl exes to watch novies or browse for the | atest conputer prograns so
that they are not enticed into unhealthy activities or caught behaving
somewhat unacceptably by shutter-happy phot ographers of sone tabloid
newspapers or TV caneranmen?
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