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Adul ts must be exanples for the young

S.M Mhd Idris

| FULLY agree with A Kadir Jasin's Qther Thots (New Sunday Tinmes, Feb 23)
that adults are equally responsible for causing social problens and
participating in them

The groundwork for the virus causing the social infection has been laid
on fertile ground. And what we have nowis the full-blowm case of "social
ills".

The adults have to take responsibility for this situation

One thing is obvious - this situation did not arise overnight. It has
been festering for a while and all the signs were there.

It has a lot to do with choices we have been naki ng over the past two
decades as to what we want for ourselves.

While nere finger-pointing alone is a futile exercise, pin-pointing
precisely where the problemis would ensure that effective and | ong-term
sol utions can be found.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was right when he said
"Let's face it".

It is nowtine for some soul searching.

As adults we have been sendi ng confusi ng nessages to our young peopl e.
Oten we have been telling them "Do as we tell you to do but don't do
what we do."

We snoke and drink and encourage others to do so through advertisnents,
but we tell our young not to follow suit and fine themwhen they do.

W allowindirect cigarette comercials on television daily and
associ ate tobacco with sports to make noney and then we are shocked t hat
71 per cent of our youths are snoking.

After many millions of ringgit, strict |aws and aggressi ve canpai gni ng,
we have acknow edged that our dadah campaign is a conplete failure.

The probl ens have worsened and now we even have pushers anong
school chi l dren

The experts have stated clearly that the dadah problemis linked to
snoki ng. One cannot expect to succeed in the dadah canpai gn wi t hout
addr essi ng the snoki ng probl emseriously. Yet we insist on pronoting the
tobacco industry and are hesitant in taking firmneasures.

The result - both problenms worsen.

We hang out in pubs and karaoke | ounges till late at night and now react
wi t h al arm when young people want to follow suit.

We approve |icences for tea dances and happy hours which entice
teenagers to | ounges and discos, then | ament they are engaging in
unheal thy activities.

We approve and encourage the shopping mall culture and entice the young
peopl e there daily with Western pop nusic, dazzling decor and glitzy
fashion. Then we are surprised our young people don't go hone after schoo
but want to | epak at such pl aces.

We urge nmothers to go out and join the lucrative | abour force, than
rebuke them for not being good parents when they have no tine for their
children and are unable to fulfil the demands of juggling two full-tine
j obs.

Wiy do we want our children to go hone straight after school if both
parents are not at home and foreign mai ds have becone surrogate parents?

We teach our young and overwhel mthemw th what are the "real"
pl easures in life.



We cl anpbur after expensive designer |abels and frequently change our
cars to nore expensive, faster nodels, then scold our teenagers when they
resort to earning noney through prostitution or other illegal neans for
wanting to get a headstart on this same pattern of lifestyle.

We di splay big billboards which show teenagers posing seductively for
j eans and ot her fashion apparel and then we are horrified as to why our
i nnocent offspring are being sexually abused and the age of rape victins
i s dropping.

Advertisenments in the nedia peddl e crass materiali smand aggressively
pronote hedonismas the ultimate aimin life. Wiy do we assume young
people will ignore these scream ng nmessages and practi se only what they
learn in religious | essons?

Wil e statistics may show that nore Mal ay youths are affected, other
yout hs are just as exposed to the ills and just as vulnerable. In fact, it
i s docunented that the crinme rate anong | ndian youths is rising.

W need to | ook at the situation overall and what needs to be done. It's
really a question of will and what sacrifices we are willing to nmake.

As Kadir pointed out in his columm, discussion on social problens
affecting the youth started | ong ago and strategi es were proposed.

What took so long until the situation has deteriorated to such an
extent? Perhaps we were waiting for an order fromthe Prinme Mnister which
t hankful Iy has cone.

We nmust be wise not to resort to easy solutions or quick-fix neasures.
It is vital that we address the root causes and seek |long-termsolutions
rather than rush into synptomatic treatnment. Cosnetic changes sinply won't
do.

Better parenting and religious education al one are not going to solve
t he probl ens.

Not only do we need to strengthen the famly, but equally inmportant, we
need to stop destructive activities which actively contribute to the
deterioration of our youths.

Here are suggestions which nmay contribute to the overall process of
i dentifying solutions:

* For families with growi ng children, which do not have the privil ege of
extended fam lies, encourage one parent to stay hone full-tine with the
children. Incentives should be given for this. It is nore inportant to
save the famly unit than to neet the | abour market needs;

* Institute conpul sory pre-marital counselling;

* Ban all forms of al cohol pronotions and indirect cigarette
advertisenments, including sports sponsorship activities;

* Impl erent the fatwa issued in March 1995 on snoking that "snoking is
haramto Muslins";

* All new school s and housi ng estates shoul d have anpl e open spaces and
pl ayi ng fields;

* Redefine youths to those bel ow 18 years. Eval uate and revanp
activities of youth groups to neet current chall enges and the stress of
noder ni sation. Youth groups should stay clear of party politics;

* Eval uate TV progranmes bei ng screened,

* There shoul d be conprehensive advertising | aws. CGuidelines and self
regul ati on do not work. Stop sexist advertisenents; and;

* Ban advertising to children, during children's TV viewing tinme and the
use of children in advertisenents.
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