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Aerospace allies

THE MALAYSI AN aer ospace industry is experiencing dramati c growt h across
the board in manufacturing and servicing. New airlines are taking to the
skies, and the industry is acquiring new aerospace and other rel ated
t echnol ogy.
Mal aysia Airlines (MAS), the national carrier, recently purchased 15
Boeing 777s and 10 747-400 Junbo jets. There are four other regional
carriers as well. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
i naugur at ed MA Aerotechnol ogies in May | ast year signalling Malaysia's
intent to enter the aerospace conponent manufacturing field as the first
step towards conplete aircraft production. After the successful |aunch of
t he Hughes-desi gned and -built MEASAT earlier this year, plans are
underway for the devel opnent and | aunch of a Mal aysian-built micro
satellite in the future.
An area of growing inmportance for the country is aircraft naintenance
This offers the opportunity to establish an expanded regi onal mai ntenance
facility to serve the national carrier, and to attract business fromthe
growi ng nunber of airlines operating in the region. There is a capability
for depot |evel servicing of G130 aircraft as well as for heavy engine
repair and refurbishnent. Mal aysia Airlines has recently opened an acadeny
and has signed a nenorandum of understandi ng with Aerospace Trai ning
Canada International in the fields of aviation training and the transfer
of aerospace technol ogy.
Per haps t he nost anbitious project undertaken to date by the Ml aysi an
governnent is the mammot h devel opnent of the new Kual a Lunpur
International Airport. The airport is intended to be the transportation
hub of the region, and is considered a vital infrastructure devel opnent to
propel Mal aysia into devel oped nation status by the year 2020.
The process of building the international credibility of Malaysia's
aerospace industry can be facilitated by taki ng advantage of
col | aborati ons between Mal aysian firnms and export oriented conpani es and
schools. Bell Helicopter Textron Canada and the Canadi an Hi gh Commi ssi on
sponsored a conposite material technol ogy synmposi umin Kuala Lunpur in My
| ast year, with participation by Concordia University and FRE Conposites
to denonstrate the types of technology that m ght be transferred through a
devel opi ng partnershi p between the two countri es.
O her Canadi an conpani es currently active in Ml aysia include CAE
El ectronics, Cerlikon Aerospace, Canac/M crotel and Bonbardi er. The
Mal aysi an Maritinme Patrol aircraft programme continues to attract Canadi an
interest, and the Bonbardi er CL 415 remmins a strong contender for one of
the platformtypes for the surveillance aircraft.
Canadi an firns wanting to market aerospace and defence products into
Mal aysia and the Pacific Rimregion, nmust consider direct participation in
the Langkawi |International Maritine & Aerospace (LI MA) Exhibition '97.
Thi s showcase is Mal aysia's prenier airshow |ncreased involvenent by a
wi der spectrum of Canadi an conpanies will be actively pronoted by LI MA
' 97.
To a nation that | ooks upon the aerospace sector as the next engi ne of
growth along the path toward Vi si on 2020, technol ogy transfer and training
will be the watchwords for success for aspiring comrercial ventures.
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