30/ 08/ 1997
Africa expedition set in notion

Pat vi nder Si ngh

SHAH ALAM Fri. - Preparations for a gruelling 33-day 17,000 kil onetre
expedition across Africa were today set in notion by Foreign Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

The Silverstone TransAfrica 4X4 Expedition will see 16 teans travel from
South Africa to Egypt on a mission to spread Mal aysia's version of peace,
goodwi I | and har nony.

The world's first |arge-scale Cape Town to Cairo journey under the
patronage of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will al so go
t hrough Bot swana, Nam bi a, Zi nbabwe, Zanbia, Tanzani a, Kenya, Uganda,

Et hi opi a, Eritrea and Sudan.

Abdul | ah said the expedition was greeted with enthusiasmby the African
countries and thanked their diplomats in Malaysia for their assistance in
staging the trip.

The expedition will be flagged off by President Nel son Mandel a of South
Africa on Dec 1 this year and end on Jan 2 next year.

Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Zain Hashim director of sponsors Silverstone Berhad,
said four of the 16 4X4 vehicles will be part of the parade conmmenorating
Mer deka Day.

Zain said it was the first time a North-South African notor expedition
was being held and said that an expedition exhibition on the 12 Afican
nations, their people, culture, history, geography and flora and fauna was
bei ng staged at Silverstone's prem ses at Shah Al am

The expedition's organising chairman, George Wng, said the nenbers of
the expedition were carefully chosen and were rmade up of busi nessnen,
prof essi onal s and trades peopl e.

"They will be trained to handle life on the road as well as perform
their duties as unofficial anbassadors of Ml aysia," Wng said.
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