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Africa's desire to succeed

WHEN f or ner Tanzani an President Julius Nyerere spoke of a bright African
future by the year 2020, he probably said sonme silent prayers as well.
Nyerere is a man with great econom c perspective; after all, he authored
the report that set in notion the South-South econom c cooperation

| oconotive. Although the Goup of Fifteen (G 15) dynam smand the success
of business and econoni c cooperati on anong devel opi ng countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin Anerica today cannot be credited to any individual,
Nyerere will be renmenbered as a mmjor catalyst in transform ng the ideas
and visions of the South into practice and reality.

But prayers are needed for even the hi ghest degree of optimsmrelated
to Africa. Years of civil strife, poverty, slow econonic growh and snal
donestic markets, macroeconomic instability, poor infrastructure and high
wages and production costs all work agai nst continent-w de prosperity in
such a short tine. If catching up with the South East Asian economc
Tigers by the year 2020 is what Africa wants to set out to achieve, then
it must be renenbered that the road it is likely to take is not only |ong
and wi ndi ng, but nmade of sand fromthe Saharan desert as well. To be able
to growinto the sane class as the Asian Tigers are in now, every African
nati on needs not only to resolve its own donestic problens but also to
devel op its econony by adopting outward-1 ooking policies.

An industrialising Africa in two decades, however, is not a scenario
that is totally inprobable. Asean, which is one of the world' s nost
successful econom ¢ groupi ngs, could serve as an ideal nodel. Asean, in
fact, was established out of fear that conflicts in the Indochina region
in the 1960s woul d spread south to Thailand, Mal aysia, |ndonesia, the
Phi | i ppi nes and Si ngapore. Individually, many of the Asean nenbers were
facing turnmoil on their own political and socio-econonic fronts. In 1969
for exanpl e, Mal aysi a experienced racial riots that could have destroyed
what ever future it had. But at both domestic and regional levels, the
determ nation to survive by way of the prosper-thy-nei ghbour policy have
ensured that Asean thrive and expand.

Nyerere is not alone in thinking there is a future for Africa. Anong the
| eaders of the South, many have pursued the wish to see greater
cooperation that could expedite the Third Wrld's escape fromthe economc
pits. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is chief anpng them
never tiring in calling for greater efforts towards self-help by the South
and reduced dependency on the North for handouts. So far, the efforts have
pai d of f handsonely. The G 15, for instance, neets annually and such
nmeeti ngs have been extended to include other foruns. This year the first
Sout hern African International Dial ogue (SAID) saw the participation of
Mal aysi a. There have been tal ks of organi sing neetings between regi ona
groupi ngs, where Asean could cone into the picture and deal directly with
the various groupings in Africa and Latin America. Bilaterally, |eaders
fromdevel opi ng countries have started to make it a point to visit their
counterparts in other devel oping countries. Wen they have started to see
the benefits of hel ping one another, there will be no way to stop them
fromachi eving, as a collective force, what none of themindividually
coul d ever dream of achi eving.

The key to success lies in the deternination to succeed, to rid of
poverty, to prosper. The Southern African |International D al ogue and the
active participation of African nmenbers in the G 15 and ot her regional and



i nternational forums prove that the determnination and the ambition exist.
Africa can count on its friends in Asia and Latin Anerica to help. Wthin
the G 15 and bilaterally, the private sectors of Asia, including Ml aysia,
have been supportive of their Governnents's call for themto invest and
transfer their technologies to Africa. Moire needs to be done, certainly
nmore than optimsmand prayers. But certainly, as the story of South-South
cooperation so far tells, the hard work has started even as the devel opi ng
countries continue to talKk.
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