13/ 08/ 1997
After tasting victory at Senerak, BN must now keep its prom ses

Badr ul H sham Mahzan

PAS, with its supporters confident that their party woul d once again

out manoeuvre Bari san Nasional, cane prepared to cel ebrate the Senerak by-
el ection victory | ast night.

Clad in the traditional serban and white skull caps and carrying flags
of different sizes, they waited eagerly for the announcenment of the
result.

Adj acent to the main counting centre, Pas party workers were seen
getting the PA systemready for the party |leaders to deliver victory
speeches.

The nmonment did not cone.

When the first announcenent was rmade at 7pmfor the Bukit Tanah polling
stream BN was | eading by 17 votes. One hour later, it had stretched its
|l ead to over 100 votes.

A Pas supporter was heard confiding to a friend that their party would
t ake over the | ead once nore results were announced.

Agai n, that did not happen.

At 8.30pm it dawned on Pas supporters that the party was going to | ose
its stronghol d.

Looks of disbelief showed on their faces and many started to question
the reason for the defeat, their first since coning to power seven years
ago. Pas | eaders refused to comment when approached by reporters and nmany
wer e seen shaking their heads.

BN supporters at the counting centre started to swell in nunbers when
word spread that the coalition would win the by-election

The confirmati on cane when Karmarudi n Mohd Nor, acconpani ed by State BN
chai rman Dat uk Annuar Miusa and other BN | eaders, arrived at the counting
centre.

Kamar udi n secured 5, 370 votes against his closest rival Wan Fauzi Husain
who pol |l ed 4,592 votes. Another candidate, Mohd Din Nizam D n from
Angkat an Keadi |l an | nsan Ml aysi a, managed only 27 votes and | ost his
deposi t.

BN supporters and | eaders were jubil ant because the victory not only
avenged the humiliating defeat to Pas in the Pulai Chondong by-el ection
early this year, but it showed that Pas was not invincible in Kelantan.

In the run-up to the by-election, no one dared to predict a BN victory.

Those who were brave could only suggest a victory of |ess than 300
votes, but the majority agreed that it would be just another defeat for
BN, just like in the 1995 general el ection when Pas won by a mgjority of
248 vot es.

What was nost significant about the BN victory was that it not only
managed to get the full support of Umo supporters in Senerak, but also
that of the fornmer S46 and even Pas supporters.

The BN had been wel |l prepared. Annuar, State BN deputy chairman Dat uk
Must apa Mohanmed, Umo suprene council nenbers Datuk Zainal Abidin Abdu
Kadir and Datuk I brahimAli and other divisional |eaders virtually canped
in Senerak to canpai gn

They made house visits on foot and hel d ceranah each night to woo
voters. Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimtook part in three
ceramah i n one night.

Kamarudi n's chari sma al so hel ped. Besi des being a successful corporate
figure, he is also Pasir Puteh Umo division chief.



Kamar udi n has been closely associated with the party's top | eadership
particularly Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Anwar.

Sai d an Umo | eader: "Though Wan Fauzi is a popular figure in Senerak,
it is Kamarudin who is close to the top | eaders. He is the man who will be
able to deliver and the voters are aware of this."

Wil e the BN was cautiously optimstic, Pas was over-confident. Party-

i nsiders say party workers did not take the canpai gn seriously as they
bel i eved that since the State Governnent is in their hands and Semer ak
voters were traditionally supportive of those in power, Pas was
unshakeabl e.

They sai d Pas workers did not take their task seriously, allow ng BN
wor kers to make maj or inroads by going fromhouse to house to garner
support.

"There was no serious onslaught on our part," said a Pas official.

Many of the party workers were confident that the nere presence of
Menteri Besar Datuk Nk Abdul Aziz Nik Mat in Senerak during the canpaign
was good enough.

They believed the |arge turnout at Pas ceranah each night indicated the
support for the party was still strong.

The peopl e of Kelantan will keep a close watch on the progress of
Senerak now that it is under BN to see whet her devel opnents take pl ace.

If BNfails to deliver its the prom ses, Pas will certainly nmake a big
i ssue out of this.

Certainly, time is not on BN s side as it has |l ess than three years to
fulfil the pledges before it faces the next general election.
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