07/ 11/ 1997
Anti-inflation canpaigns will go on, says Tan

Fadzi| Gnazali

THE Government-initiated anti-inflation canpaigns will be continued in
view of the positive influence they have in preventing the depreciation of
the ringgit fromworsening the country's inflation rate.

Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry Parliamentary Secretary Tan
Chai Ho said, with strong support fromthe public towards such canpai gns,
prices of goods and the ringgit's value should stabilise at proper |evels.

Replying to a question by M Lim Siang Chai (BN Petaling Jaya Sel at an),
Tan said the objective of the anti-inflation and zero-inflation canpaigns
is to reduce the country's inflation at the | owest possible |evel.

The canpaign is focussed on basic goods and services, particularly those
consurred by | ower income groups. It involves educating the public
conti nuously on the danger of having an unnanageabl e inflation rate.

* THE Governnent plans to amend the existing Road Transport Act of 1987
to make the |l aw nore effective, particulary in the area of enforcenent.

Deputy Home M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting said at present, the mnistry is
liasing with various mnistries on this matter.

"The proposed anmendnents will further tighten the | aw and weed out
possi bl e | oophol es,"” he said in reply to a question by Enci k Yunus Rahnat
(BN-Jel ebu).

Ong said the Hone Mnistry, together with the Transport Mnistry and the
Attorney General Chanber's, will do its best to make the new | aw nore
effective and in line with current demands.

* A TOTAL of 536, 900 teak-wood trees costing RML8.7 mIlion has been
pl anted al ong the North-South H ghway, Deputy Wrks M nister Datuk Rail ey
Jeffrey said.

Replying to a question by Enci k Hanmzah Ramli (BN Sri Gadi ng), he said
seven conpani es were given contracts to plant teak-wood trees along the
848km hi ghway, stretching fromBukit Kayu Htamto Johor Baru.

Rail ey said the objective of the project is to make the hi ghway greener,
prevent | andslides, as well as optinise the use of idle grounds.

He also said that toll rates at four new hi ghways under construction
will be | owto enhance usage.

The hi ghways are Danmansar a- Puchong, Sungai Kl ang and Sungai Anpang
el evat ed hi ghways, Shah Al am Expressway and N | ai - KLI A Hi ghway.

But, toll rates will be subject to final discussion with parties
involved in these projects, he said inreply to M LimGuan Eng (DAP-Kota
Mel aka) .

To a question by Dr Yap Yit Thong (BN-Lunmut), Railey said the proposed
Putraj aya- Puchong- Pet al i ng Jaya Expressway has been struck off with the
i mpl erent ati on of the Damansar a- Puchong Hi ghway.

The RMr65 nillion Danansar a- Puchong Hi ghway, expected to be conpleted in
three years, has been given 33 years concessi on from 1996.

The Sungai Kl ang and Sungai Anmpang El evat ed Hi ghways costing RVM615
mllion will be completed within three years while the Shah Al am
Expressway costing RML, 565 mllion will all have 33 years concession from
1996.

The Nil ai -KLI A (Kual a Lunpur International Airport) costing RW7 nillion
was opened on Cctober 16. It has 22 years concessi on.

* OPPCSITION | eader M LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjong) yesterday risked from
bei ng suspended fromthe House follow ng his outburst when Deputy Speaker
Ong Tee Kiat ternminated Lims debate time on the Supply Bill 1998.



Limclainmed that his 10 minutes to debate on the Bill was not fully
utilised at conm ttee stage, and that the Deputy Speaker's action was
undenocratic and a violation of Lims privillege as an M.

Pl eading to the Deputy Speaker to "extend" his tinme limt so that he
could share with the House a quote fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, the DAP secretary-general said that this would only take
a while.

To this, Ong replied that he would not allow it regardl ess of the person
in question and that the tine alloted to himhas been exhausted.

The deputy speaker's remark resulted in Li mmaking an outburst, and he
continued tal king desite various warnings fromOng who in the end
descri bed the Opposition | eader's tantrumas "disgraceful ".

Lim who has al ways been strongly vocal in criticising the Governnent's
policies and actions, had previously been suspended for nine nonths.
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