22 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r-dat e
AGREE ON COVMON RAYA DATE, MAHATHI R TELLS ASEAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia has wel coned the endeavour
by Asean nmenber countries to reach consensus on Islamc matters including
fixing common dates for Raya Puasa and Raya Haji.

Prime minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said such consensus was
vital because sophisticated transportation and information technol ogy
avai |l abl e today transcended nati onal boundari es.

"If there is an understandi ng (anong Asean) on the neaning of the
Quran, |I'm confident we can carry out our efforts to defend ourselves and
redeem our dignity," he said.

The prine mnister said this during a dialogue after opening an
i nternational conference here on reforns and chal |l enges facing Muslins in
the region in the 21st century.

Dr Mahathir said there was now a nechani sm which could avoid countries
in the region from observing different dates for Hari Raya

In the context of sighting the noon to fix the comrencing and the end
of the Muslim fasting nonth and the daily fasting tine, he said, there were
al so now scientific nmethods using satellites which could determ ne sunrise
and sunset times and the sun's novenent.

The prinme mnister said there was a need for Miuslins to agree on the
| essons to be learnt fromthe Quran in the present context.

For example, he said, when the Quran calls for Muslins to "get your
horses and swords ready to deter your enenmies"” it did not nmean that the
present day society should still use swords and horses in battles.

"It's unlikely that 1,400 years ago, the Quranic verse refers to armng
Muslinms with warships, rockets and fighter jets because the pagan Arabs
woul d then denounce Prophet Mihammad as insane," Dr Mahathir said.

In the context of today's world, it would be relevant for Mislins to
acquire know edge of the sciences and el ectronics to enhance their
expertise in defence studies and "not to keep horses," he said.

The prine mnister also witnessed the signing of a nenorandum of
under standi ng between Ikim ( the Malaysian Institute of Islanic
Under st andi ng) and | katan Cendeki awan Muslim Se-1ndonesia ( the |Indonesian
confederation of Islamc intellectuals) on collaboration in regiona
trai ning and education.-- BERNAMA
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