03/ 05/ 1997

Agreenent reached on border crossings for Trans-Asia Railway

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Al countries linked by the proposed Trans-Asia
Rai | way have agreed on their common border crossings, Transport M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

Laos and Chi na have agreed to have their crossing point at Dali, while
Vi et nam and Canbodia will have their crossing point at Lok N nh, he said.

The project, which stretches over a distance of 5,513km was nooted by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the fifth Asean Summit in
Bangkok | ast Decenber.

It will run from Singapore through Kual a Lunpur, Bangkok, Aranyaprathet,
Poi pet, Sisophon (all in Thailand), Phnom Penh and Lok Ni nh (Canbodia), Ho
Chi Mnh City and Hanoi (Vietnam) to Kunming in China. A connecting |line
wi |l pass through Laos and Myannmar, he said.

Speaking at a Press conference after neeting a 10- nenber del egation from
Yunnan Province, China, Dr Ling said the decision was reached during a
meeting invol ving participating countries recently.

Mal aysi a has allocated RM million for the initial feasibility study.

KTM Bhd whi ch has been appoi nted as project manager of the Trans-Asia
Rai | way ( Si ngapor e-Kunm ng Link) has identified two | ocal consultants to
undertake the feasibility study.

One of the consultants will undertake the engi neering while the other
will carry out the econonic feasibility study, Dr Ling said.

On the tinme frane for the consultants to carry out the feasibility
studi es, Dr Ling said:

"Realistically, we will give themone year to get details of econonic,
techni cal and cross-border facilitation procedures.

"A thorough econonic study is also required to help us forecast the
anount of l[oan and costing for the project to be privatised,"” he said,
addi ng that the project could only take off "after meeting econonic
justification".

Dr Ling said another neeting would be held in one or two nonths.

"The Yunnan del egation has even invited us to nmake their capital Kunm ng
as the next venue.

"Yunnan has the engi neering capabilities and techni cal know how to
construct railways and has even offered to construct the Iink that runs
t hrough their province,” Dr Ling said.

Menbers of the del egation included the province's Railway Construction
Headquarters Director-General Pan Yingsheng and its deputy Director-
General Wang Xuebi n.
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