18/ 11/ 1997
Agreenent to offer high-tech courses

Kamal i a Abdul | ah
THE Open University of United Kingdomand Tine Miltinedia Sdn Bhd si gned
an agreenent recently to offer high technol ogy courses by next year.

Sir John Daniel, the vice-chancellor of Open University, said: "The
courses are tailored for people who have conpl eted their degrees and have
wor ked at vari ous conpani es and hol d responsi bl e positions, particularly
those | ocated within the Miltimedia Super Corridor."

"Working with Time, we aimto offer post-graduate progranmes in high
t echnol ogy areas, such as managenment of manufacturing technol ogy, software
engi neering and conputer applications in industry."

The signing of the partnership agreement was w tnessed by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad after he | aunched the four-day Asian
Associ ati on of Open Universities Conference and Exhibition at the Putra
World Trade Centre in Kual a Lunpur.

Open University was represented by Daniel, Time by its chief executive
of ficer I ndra Gunawan Al anshah while Tine Tel ekomwas represented by its
executive vice-chai rman Kanmarudi n Abu Bakar.

Time is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Electronic Data | nterchange Sdn Bhd
and Ti me Tel ecomuni cati ons Sdn Bhd.

The New Straits Tinmes is the official newspaper for the conference.

Dani el said the agreenent will bring together two organi sations with
conmpl enentary skills.

"W are obviously big and good at distance learning and Tinme is good at
tel ecomuni cati ons network nultimedia, so we want to work with it to take
part in the expansion of distance learning in Ml aysia," he said.

The hi gh technol ogy programes that will be avail abl e here have been
of fered i n Europe.

"But what we want to do is offer the courses in a new way using the
networ ki ng capabilities that we have here. It is not going to be another
use of the same product.

"It is an opportunity for us to rethink the product. Wrking with Tine
will focus us on how to use tel ecomuni cations in the nost effective way.

"I'n the UK, we have narrow band | i nks.

The problem we have is that some of our students do not have conputers
at hore, therefore, we have to work with sonething that fits both."

Only one-fifth of Open University's 150,000 students have access to
comput ers, nodens and phone |ines, so sending of course materials back and
forth depends extensively on postal services.

However, a pilot project to send materials electronically will take
pl ace soon.

In Mal aysi a, Daniel said, post-graduate programmes are starting with the
assunption that there i s high technol ogy support.

"So we will probably start with having all subm ssion of work and ot her
aspects done electronically. Details of the programme will be worked out
bet ween now and Chri st mas when results of an on-going research to
determ ne the type and range of courses to be nade available locally are
ready. "

Under the agreenent, Open University will send self-study |earning
materials to students via Internet and nulti nedi a applications so that
they can study at their own tinme and pace.

One reason Open University is taking part in partnerships is that the
relationship often results in the inport of courses fromother countries



into Britain and Europe.

"We hope our relationship with Time will help us devel op el ectronic
techni ques for our courses in the UK and across the world."

In Singapore, Open University has about 5,000 students.
It will take back to Britain some of the courses being devel oped there.

"Many courses are offered in Singapore but one that has been redevel oped
and used in the UK is that on Teaching of English.
A lot of our students were teachers who | ooked at our courses and showed
us what coul d be added and renoved,"” he said.

Open Uni versity has about 10, 000 post-graduate students.

This figure includes the Master's in Educati on and MBA courses, which
the university will not offer to students here now

In the future, Open University nmay of fer undergraduate programes in
sci ence and t echnol ogy.
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