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Aimng to be first Malaysian to sail around the world solo

LANGKAW, Sun. - Qut in the open seas where nature still holds sway, and
where it takes a special kind of being to beat the el enents, one stands
bet ween Azhar Mansor and his dream- finance, or rather the lack of it.

The Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace exhibition (Lima '97),
is where this dreamw || begin to take shape. It is where he will confront
the first element - enlisting the support of |ocal corporate bodies and
individuals in his quest to be the first Malaysian to cinrcumavi gate the
wor |l d sol o.

Azhar, 39, who is fornmerly with the merchant navy estinmates that he wll
need some RML.7 nillion for the effort and has spent RMB70, 000 on his
vessel

"It isin the final stages of being outfitted and | need anot her
RMBOO, 000, " he said, adding it was a mninal anount for a round the world
effort.

Azhar said he would al so need product support for food, clothing,

t el ecommuni cati ons and nedi cal equi prent.

During Lima' 97, Azhar will be at the maritine division in Tanjung Mal ai
to pronote his cause

Azhar can al so be contacted at azharnbc@m net.ny or at 16-1A, Medan
Bukit I ndah Tiga, Taman Bukit |ndah, 68000 Anpang or at Tel: 03-4974832/ 3.

"It is not just about personal dreans and satisfaction. It is about
achi eving a nane and reputation for the country in a different way," he
sai d.

Azhar is no stranger to the seven seas, having served in the merchant
navy between 1977 and 1982 after graduating fromthe Singapore Pol ytechnic
in Nautical Studies.

"I was there nore for the experience,” he said adding that he resigned
to pursue his first |ove, yachting, after he felt he had acquired all the
necessary navigational skills.

Azhar's first involvenent in yachting was through nmanagi ng marinas, in
Penang, Kota Ki nabal u and Langkaw .

He was al so involved in yacht chartering and often sailed the South
Chi na Sea to Sabah and Sarawak ferrying yachts.

H s encounters with foreigners who visited the country in their yachts
fuelled his own desire to sail the world.

"But | wanted a difference, sonething deeper and that was why | decided
to go solo as this would be the ultimate in yachting,” he said adding his
wi fe and three children supported his dream

He then approached Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to
present his case, and received positive response.

"I't was an honour for nme to receive his blessing and it was a norale
booster," he said.

Azhar engaged world renowned boat buil ders, Sydney-based M Conaghy
I ndustries to build his 50-footer ocean racer using advanced conposite
mat eri al s.

The boat itself was designed by another world cl ass Sydney-based firm
Jut son Yacht Design, responsible for designing world record hol der for
sol o circumavigation in the Class Il challenge, David Adans' boat True
Bl ue.

Adans claimed his record from Charl eston to Charleston in the East Coast
United States in 126 days between 1994 and 1995.



Azhar said his yet to be named yacht woul d be an inprovenment on True
Bl ue.

"If I amgoing to circumavigate the world, | may as well do it in the
best possible way and | will try to beat that record and conplete the
chal I enge within 100 days.

"But | have to | eave by February so that the weat her throughout the
journey would be favourable and woul d not put nme at a di sadvantage," he
sai d.
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