30/ 10/ 1997
Aimng to help investors succeed (HL)

Zai non Ahmad in Ljubljana, Slovenia

THE Governnent will continue to offer a stable, strong and busi ness-
friendly environnent, consistent policies, a forward-Iooking, dynam c and
i nnovati ve economic reginme to help investors succeed w t hout undue
constraints, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

Foreign and | ocal investnent had created jobs, increased foreign
exchange and transfer of technol ogy, expanded the country's industrial
base, provided |inkages between the agricultural and industrial sectors
and spurred the growh of small and nedi um sized i ndustri es.

"Havi ng outgrown the era of |abour intensive industries, our enphasis is
now on t he devel opnent of capital-intensive and technol ogically-
sophi sticated industries," the Prine Mnister said when he addressed a
neeti ng of Mal aysi an and Sl ovene businessnmen at the Wirld Trade Centre on
Tuesday. Dr Mahathir arrived here from Edi nburgh on Monday ni ght on a
three-day official visit.

When introduci ng Dr Mahathir, Slovene Chanber of Econony president Jozko
Cuk said the Prine Mnister's visit "crowns our unrelenting efforts" to
establish trade and economic |inks with Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said there was growi ng enphasis in Ml aysia on productivity
and quality-driven growth through skills upgradi ng, capital expansion and
research and devel oprment to increase the country's conpetitiveness.

On the need to increase trade between the two countries, he said it was
i mportant that they identified what could be sourced in Slovenia and what
could be supplied to Slovenia from Ml aysi a.

He said Mal aysians liked to explore investnent and joint co-operation
opportunities in areas such as the construction of infrastructure
facilities, property devel opnent and manufacturi ng.

O her opportunities were in the services sector such as banki ng and
finance, tel ecomunications, transportation, warehousing and tourism

The Prime M nister said Slovenia, fornmerly a centrally-planned econony
whi ch began relaxing its foreign trade regine in 1993, and Mal aysi a had
smal | donestic markets and therefore it was inperative for themto adopt a
gl obal outl ook to sustain their econom c grow h.

"Therefore, apart fromexploring the econonmc potential in each other's
countries, the Slovene and Mal aysi an private sectors shoul d explore
opportunities for co-operation in third countries.”

He said as Mal aysia was a recipient of foreign direct investnent as well
as an overseas investor, it was able to relate to the needs of investors
at home and abroad. Hence, the ongoing di scussions on the necessary
framewor ks to enhance trade and investnent between the two countries.

Dr Mahat hir al so spoke about the Miltinedia Super Corridor and the need
for it as a test bed for high-technol ogy conpani es wanting to create,
distribute and enploy nulti medi a products and servi ces.

"Wth the vision that we have set for Ml aysia and the vari ous
devel oprment projects that we have put in place, opportunities both in
trade and i nvest ment abound for foreign enterprises.”

Dr Mahathir and his entourage visited the automative parts factory in
Litostroj yesterday before | eaving Sl ovenia for London en route to
Mal aysi a.
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