03/ 08/ 1997
Air Rally put off indefinitely because of worseni ng haze

M m Syed Yusof
| POH, Sat. - The third stage of the inaugural Great Malaysian Air Rally
1997 has been put off indefinitely followi ng a worseni ng of the haze.

The rally was flagged off by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Royal Mal aysian Air Force air station in Sungai Besi on
Monday.

According to a spokesman for the Departnment of Cvil Aviation, the 20
light aircraft, which were flagged off this nmorning by Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Rami Ngah Talib at the Sultan Azl an Shah airport, could not take off
as schedul ed because visibility was poor.

Asked when the planes would be able to take off, he said that woul d
depend on the condition of the haze tonorrow

The organiser for the event, Le Proton LI MA Sdn Bhd, had earlier
post poned t he take off because of the haze.

Its executive chairman Datuk Mohd Radzi Manan said until the visibility
i mproved, there was no way the planes could take off as the haze was up to
about 2,000 netres fromthe ground here and in Alor Setar it was about
1, 000 netres.

Mohd Radzi al so sai d because of the haze, the DCA had reconmmended t hat
only 30 aircraft could take off at one tinme. A fleet of 20 light
ai rplanes, including a glider, were supposed to fly off to Alor Setar in
Kedah at 10amt oday.

Instead the small group of spectators at the airport were treated to an
aerial display by sone of the airplanes. The air rally began from Sunga
Besi in Kuala Lunpur |ast Monday From Sungai Besi the airplanes took off
to Mal acca and then to Terengganu and here. The airplanes from Ter engganu
will attenpt to reach Al or Star tonorrow.

The final lap will be fromA or Star to Langkawi on Monday where the
ai rplanes will be wel coned by Dr Mhathir

The air rally is a prelude to the Langkawi Fly-1n 1997, dubbed as Asia's
first flying convention and exhibition involving manufacturers and pilots
of light and ultra-light aircraft fromAug 4 to 8.

The participants are aircraft manufacturers from South Africa, Italy,
Ger many, Singapore, Thailand and Australi a.

Concerned with the worsening haze condition, Rami urged the public to
informthe Departnent of Environment if there were any incidence of open
burning in their localities.

Meanwhi |l e, an in-comng Pelangi Air flight to Medan from Kual a Lunpur
via | poh which was supposed to arrive at 2.45pmwas del ayed to 5. 20pm

A spokesman from Pel angi Air said the delay was due to poor visibility.
The flight to Medan, supposed to take off at 3pm was reschedul ed for
5. 40pm
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