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AirAsia seeks to spread its wings in Asia

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Ml aysia's second national carrier, A rAsia Sdn Bhd,
has submitted a proposal to the Transport Mnistry |l ast week to expand its
operations to China, India and Indonesi a.

"We hope to get the feedback (fromthe mnistry) very soon,” AirAsia
director Datuk Tik Mustaffa said today.

He was speaking to reporters before the commenoration of it's second
aircraft by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang.

AirAsia's second aircraft, a brand-new Boeing 737-300s, is a 148-touri st
class seater and |l eased from GE capital Aviation Services Ltd, USA

However, Tik declined to disclose the routes which AirAsia is now
seeking in the respective countries.

The airline plans to expand its operations beyond the Asian region in
the long-termand this will be the second national carrier covering Europe
as well as West Asia.

"W plan to |l ease two nore bigger aircraft by the fourth quarter of this
year, probably the 757-230s, for our |longer range flights," he said.

AirAsia also plans extra flights to Kota Baru, Kelantan, and Kota
Ki nabal u, Sabah, during the double festive season.

On the possibility of AirAsia operating flights for donestic routes, he
said: "We will consider, but it will all depend on the denand and mar ket
potential ."

Ai rAsia, which was incorporated in 1993, is a joint-venture conpany
bet ween Hi com Hol di ngs Bhd, which holds an 85 per cent stake, and Mfaz
Air Sdn Bhd whi ch has 15 per cent.

The airline failed to take off as it had planned in 1994 when MAS
refused to share sone of its regional routes with AirAsia.

Its first aircraft was | aunched | ast Novenber with an inaugural flight
fromthe Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport to Pattaya,
Thai | and.

The airline has three schedul ed flights on Monday, Tuesday and Sat urday
to Tai peh from Kual a Lunpur every week. It flies six tinmes a week from
Kual a Lunpur to Kota Ki nabal u.
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