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AEM NO SETBACK I N MAKING THE EAEC A REALITY, SAYS RAFI DAH

By: E. Sivabal an

PETALI NG JAYA, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- The East Asia Econom ¢ Caucus (EAEC)
will not face a setback despite the nove by China and South Korea to put
off their scheduled neeting here with the Asean econonic mnisters

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
today their absence would not in any way affect the EAEC, a | oose
consul tative forum proposd by Ml aysia whose potential nmenbers conprise the
ni ne Asean countries, China, South Korea and Japan

She said her counterparts from China and South Korea had to nmamke the
| ast-m nute cancellations of the consultations between Asean and the two
countries due to their commitnments at hone.

"No, nothing of that sort towards the realisation of the EAEC " she
said when asked if the decision by China and South Korea to skip the
nmeeting would be a setback to the EAEC, an idea nooted by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and endorsed by Asean

Raf i dah was speaking at a joint news conference at the end of the
i nformal neeting between the Asean econom c ninisters and their counterpart
from Japan, M tsuo Horiuchi

Tal ks between Asean and Australia, New Zeal and and the Southern African
Devel opnent Community were concl uded yest erday.

Rafi dah said the Chinese econonmic mnister was unable to nake it for
the nmeeting because she had to attend an inportant progranmre while the
Korean mnister had to attend the Parliament sitting

She said the Asean-China and Asean- Sout h Korea consultations had to be
post poned because the economic mnisters of the two countries could not
attend and were only able to send their deputi es.

"We decided to wait for a tine when all countries could be represented
by their ministers," she said, adding that "the first neeting should be at
mnisterial |evel."

The 29th Asean Economic Mnisters neeting |ast Thursday had noted the
i ncreasing recepti veness of the EAEC anpong the Asia-Pacific countries and
agreed to continue the efforts towards its realisation. The AEM has been
appoi nted has the operational npdality for the caucus.

There has been an on-goi ng devel opnent of projects on snall and nedi um
scal e industries under the Asian grouping

Asean groups Brunei, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Manmar, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam -- BERNAMA
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