05/ 12/ 1997

Al arming spread of AIDS in region

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Sout h and Sout heast Asia are expected to record
t he hi ghest nunber of adults and children infected with AIDS, overtaking
Africainno tine at all, Mlaysian AIDS Council president Datin Paduka
Marina Mahat hir sai d yesterday.

"Six mllion adults and children are living with AIDS in South and
Sout h- East Asia as of Decenber this year, the second highest figure in the
worl d after Sub-Saharan Africa with 20.8 mllion affected adults and
chil dren.

"What is alarming is that the AIDS epidenic started in Africa about the
| ate 70s, whereas South and Southeast Asia only experienced it in the late
80s.

"Furthermore, Wrld Health Organisation statistics showthat 16,000 new
H 'V i nfections were recorded this year, a staggering increase fromthe
7,500 recorded | ast year.

"This means that South and Sout heast Asia will be overtaking Africa in
notine at all and this crisis needs to be | ooked into i nmedi ately," she
sai d.

She was addressing a forumon ~Lawers, Sex and H V/ AIDS , organised by
t he Mal aysi an Al DS Council and Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on in conjunction
with the Bar Council

A panelist Dr Violet How expressed concern about the Education
Mnistry's policy towards sex education in school s.

"At present the ministry is only prepared to offer this subject as part
of the Science subject or noral or |slamc studies.

"What is the purpose of hiding such a crucial issue under these areas?"
she questi oned.

Lawer M Puravel an said until today there had yet to be a study on the
|l aws affecting the margi nalised community, particularly the gay community.

"As |l awers, we have to identify and address | aws which discrininate
agai nst honosexual s and | esbi ans,” he said.

( END)
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