25/ 07/ 1997

Al at as: Sanctions not the sol ution

ASEAN does not agree with the devel oped nations for inposing sanctions
agai nst Cambodi a as the nove m ght bring about negative effects.

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas said Asean had rem nded its
Western dial ogue partners that the association did not believe in stopping
aid or inposing sanctions as an answer to end the conflict.

Speaking at a Press conference after the opening of the Asean
Mnisterial Meeting by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
yesterday, he said, Asean certainly did not share the same views with the
West on the issue.

On Canbodi a' s possi bl e adm ssion into Asean by Decenber, Al atas said it
was not inpossible but it would have to depend on the devel oprents taking
pl ace in the country.

"We have said in general terns that in the process of trying to find a
solution in Canbodia, the coalition Governnent will have to continue
functi oni ng.

"The coalition Cabinet nust consist of menbers fromthe Canbodi a
Peopl e's Party and the Funci npec," he said, adding that, "regardl ess
whether it is led by Prince Norodom Ranari ddh or by sonmeone he (Ranari ddh)
agrees to."

Asked which faction of Funcinpec party will Asean support in view of the
July 28 sitting of the Canbodi an Nati onal Assenbly, Alatas replied that
t he groupi ng woul d nonitor the devel opnents in Canbodia carefully.

"W are not conpletely unaware of what is going on in the country. Al so,
we have good anbassadors who are following the situation there closely."

I ndeed, he added, when the tinme comes Asean Foreign Mnisters would cone
to a right decision.

To a question whet her Asean woul d use a specific guideline in making the
decision, Alatas said the three Foreign Mnisters who were nenbers of the
Asean M ssion panel would follow the devel opnents and continue to remain
at the forefront of activities in establishing contacts with the rel evant
groups.

When asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's remark on specul ators of the
Asean currencies during his opening address, Alatas said the Prine
M ni ster's speech deserved Asean attention.

"It is quite an interesting devel opment and al so a pai nful experience
for sone of us (in Asean) on the sudden attack by specul ative forces on
our currencies."

He added there were bound to be questions on the notive of the attack on
the Asean currencies particularly when the nacro-econony of the region was
in a strong position.
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