30 JUL 1997

ALBRI GHT ON DR MAHATHI R

SI NGAPORE, July 30 (Bernanmm) -- US Secretary of State Madel ei ne
Al bright says Malaysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has
views that are stated rather harshly which are not reflective of the
general tenor of the younger |eadership of the ASEAN countries.

The Straits Times today quoted Al bright as saying: "Dr Mahathir is a
case of his own. He has a perspective reflective of his generation but not
of the other leaders | met".

"But nmeeting with Senior Mnister Lee (Kuan Yew), who is obviously one
of the older generation in the region, | found he has the npbst nobdern and
nost strategic vision of anyone |I've net for a long tine."

The paper said Albright's views were nade in response to a question
about Dr Mahathir's anti-US stance at the just concluded ASEAN neetings in
Mal aysi a.

Al bright is in Singapore for a two-day visit after attending the ASEAN
Regi onal Forum and the ASEAN Post-M nisterial Conference in Ml aysia.

The Straits Tines said it was present at a briefing given by Al bright
to Washi ngton-based journalists who had acconpanied her on her trip to the
regi on.
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