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VWEDNESDAY' S announcenent of the freeze on the adm ssion of foreign workers
into the country with i medi ate effect m ght not have cone as a conplete
surprise to those who have been followi ng official statenents on matters
pertaining to the country's over-dependence on foreign workforce

Thi s has been a constant tal king point of the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, during his two-nonth | eave in June and July, and
since returning to work.

The term"returning to work" is nisleading because the Prine M nister
wor ked as hard when he was on vacation; naking working visits to severa
countri es.

Dr Mahat hir has repeatedly warned of the dangers of over-dependence on
foreign workers, citing the fact that Ml aysia, despite being smaller in
terms of size of its population and econony to Japan, enploys many nore
forei gn workers.

Announci ng the decision in Kuala Lunpur, Deputy Home M nister Datuk
Taj ol Rosli Ghazali said the Governnent deened the figure "too high" and
woul d keep the ruling in force until it is brought under control. He said
anot her reason is to conpel enployers to give preference to | ocal workers.

Wiile there are an estimated 1.7 million foreign workers in Ml aysi a,
there are only 300,000 in Japan.

This easily nakes Mal aysi a anong the countries nost heavily dependent on
foreign workers both in terns of ratio to population as well as to the
size of the econony.

In the case of the second, it clearly shows wastage and under -
utilisation of human resources. The productivity is too lowto justify the
econom c¢s and social costs of hosting so many foreign workers.

Dr Mahathir thinks the answer to the problemlies in changing the way we
do things by adopting | abour-saving nmet hods Ii ke nechani sati on and
aut omati on, changi ng the construction nmethods and enhanci ng the overal
productivity of the workforce.

As early as the beginning of the | ast decade we coul d have seen the
haphazar dness of the inportation of foreign workers which started with the
pl antation and |l ater the construction sectors.

In the absence of a coherent policy and enforcenent, | oopholes were
created that all owed waves after waves of illegal inmgrants to enter the
country with inmpunity.
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