18/ 06/ 1997
Al'l eyes now on how Kedah realises international airport project

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

THERE nust have been nuch excitenment at | ast Wednesday's Kedah Executive
Council meeting at Wsnma Darul Aman when Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi
Junid reveal ed the contents of a fascimle fromDr Mhathir Mhamad in
London.

An exuberant Sanusi announced | ater to the Press that the Prinme M nister
had approved the construction of a new international airport in Kedah.

To be nodel l ed after the Kansai International Airport in Osaka, Japan
the new airport will be built on a man-nade island to be reclained off the
Kual a Muda coast, about 140km from Al or Star.

The approval fromthe top settles the "intense | obbyi ng" by Kedah,
Penang and Perak to get Federal Government approval for the |ocation of
the airport in their respective States.

Since the idea of a newinternational airport to conplenent the Bayan
Lepas International Airport was floated in the late 1980s, the three
St at es have been seen trying to outmanoeuvre one anot her for the project.

Penang and Perak had reportedly offered sites to the Federal Governnent
for the airport.

Kedah only seriously entered the fray after Sanusi initiated the RVMBO
billion reclamation project along the State's coast.

Its selection has been viewed by certain quarters in Kedah as a
"victory" for the State but this should not be the case.

A lot of responsibility comes with the project which will also benefit
Thai | and and | ndonesi a, both menbers of the northern growth triangle.

The onus is on the State Governnent and devel oper of the reclamation
project to ensure that the project materialises as envi saged.

The reclamation project initiated by Sanusi has been intensely debated
since it was nooted several nonths ago with nmany questioning its
viability.

There may have been nore pessim smthan optinismas the State Gover nnent
had only approved the reclamati on work, and because the projects proposed
by the devel oper, Sanudera Baru Darul Aman, on the reclainmed | and required
Federal Governnent approval

The Federal Governnent's approval for the airport on the reclained | and
is ashot inthe armfor the State Governnment and the devel oper.

It should notivate themto ensure the reclamati on project bears fruit.
Al'l eyes are now on Kedah on howit will go about inplenenting the
proj ect.

The Federal Governnent nust have wei ghed vari ous consi derations before
deciding to pick Kuala Miuda as the site for the new airport.

Sone nmay question the need for a new international airport so close to
t he Bayan Lepas International Airport in Penang.

But the congestion at the airport speaks for itself. There is a need for
anot her international airport in the northern region.

Over two mllion passengers use the Penang airport annually. Although
its current cargo capacity is 60,000 tonnes, it is actually handling about
94, 000 tonnes.

The congested situation at the Penang airport is good enough reason for
the Federal Governnment to approve a new international airport for the
St at e.

The furious pace of devel opnent in South Kedah is another factor which
rationalises the need for the airport.



Qurun and Jeni ang towns, both about 50km from Kual a Muda, are set to
energe as a hub for heavy industries. Sungai Petani, the second fastest
growing town in the country, is growing at a steady pace.

The growt h of these najor towns will be able to support the new
international airport. More inportantly, the airport will facilitate the
regi onal co-operation between busi nessnen under the | MI-GT.

Various nega projects, nostly joint ventures initiated by the private
sector under the growh triangle, demand sophisticated infrastructure
facilities.

O her sites in Kedah may not be suitable for a project of such
magni t ude.

To build an airport of Kansai's stature requires nore than 200ha of
| and, and obviously any attenpt at a | and acquisition exercise will be
daunti ng.

It may take several years to conplete but the Governnent, having chosen
toreclaimland, will not have to battle this tedious problem

( END)



	All eyes now on how Kedah realises international airport project (NST 18/06/1997)

