17/ 11/ 1997
Al'l geared up for a successful Lima '97 (HL)

Sai ful Azhar Abdul |l ah; K Bala

LANGKAW, Sun. - Wth two weeks to go before the fourth Langkaw
International Maritine and Aerospace Exhibition opens, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday expressed satisfaction with all aspects of the
preparations, particularly the good response from exhibitors.

The Prime M nister said he was happy to note that this year's show woul d
be the biggest thus far with 903 aerospace and maritine exhibitors.

He said not only would the maritime aspect of the exhibition get nore
focus with the separation of the exhibits but also the aerospace displ ay
woul d be held in a newy expanded Mahsuri |nternational Exhibition Centre.

At the inaugural Lima, only 98 participants from14 countries displayed
their products and services and in a tented area which only occupi ed
2,500sq netres.

This had increased to 375 exhibitors from30 countries in 1993 who
occupi ed 6, 700sq netres of space in the newy-built MEC and the Kuah
jetty.

There were 642 exhibitors from35 countries at Linma '95 who occupi ed
10, 000sq netres at the M EC and Port Langkasuka.

This time around exhi bitors have occupied 23,520sqg netres in the
expanded M EC and the new maritine venue at Tanjung Ml ai.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking after briefings by Defence M nister Datuk Syed
Ham d Al bar and the ministry's secretary-general Datuk Azi zan Hussin on
the preparations for the event.

He was al so briefed by Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd executive chai rman Dat uk
Radzi Manan on the aerospace section and Huswah Exhi biti on Sdn Bhd
executive chai rman Laksanana Madya (Rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Wahab Nawi on t he
maritinme section.

In previous exhibitions, Le Proton Lima handl ed the aerospace and
maritinme exhibits. Dividing the workload for this year's show between Le
Prot on and Huswah has already borne fruit with better focus and attention
to detail.

Dr Mahathir was al so happy with the sailing event, the "Ml aysi a
Chal | enge", which was being organised for the first time as one of the
hi ghlights of the maritime exhibition.

On the spin-off effects of Lima, Dr Mahathir said it had popul ari sed
Langkawi as an international resort besides creating nore interest in the
aviation and maritine i ndustry.

"It is a trade show and not a public entertai nment event," he said,
citing the rationale for opening the exhibition to the public only on the
| ast two days.

He added that trade visitors were decision makers who had the power to
make deal s.

He said the growi ng response to Lima was because sal es clinched by
exhi bitors had i ncreased.

He attributed the increased sales to the setting up of newairlines in
the country and al so the purchase of private jets by Ml aysi an
busi nessnen.

Simlarly, the increased participationin the maritine section is
because the exhi bitors are confident of gains.

When asked to comment on the record response, despite the regiona
currency problens, he replied the investors-exhibitors took a |ong-term
vi ew,



"Many view this (currency problem as tenporary. They are participating
not just for inmediate benefit but they are | ooking at |ong-termgains,"
he sai d.

Earlier, at the briefing, in an overvi ew of the preparati ons and
response, Azizan said four submarines fromRussia, France, Turkey and
Paki st an woul d be participating in the maritinme exhibition for the first
time this year.

He said so far the Sultan of Brunei and governnent |eaders, nostly
Def ence M nisters, from52 countries had accepted invitations.

In his briefing, Radzi said as in the previous Lima, the fanmed Red
Arrows fromBritain woul d be showi ng their aerobatic prowess.

The aerial display will be held from1.30pmto 4.30pmdaily except on
Friday when it will be held from2pm

Radzi said he was al so waiting confirmation fromaerobatic teans from
Russi a and South Africa.

This tinme, areas would al so be set aside for helicopters and |ight
aircraft.

Aerospace and maritine conferences would al so be held during the
exhi bi tion.

( END)
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