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Al'l systenms go for world's biggest aerospace, maritine show

ALL final preparations for the Langkawi International Maritine and

Aer ospace show, the world's biggest aerospace and nmaritime show, is
progressi ng on schedul e, just hours before its official opening by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad tonorrow.

"Al'l is under control and it is well-nmanaged,” Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar told reporters, after a full dress rehearsal of the
j oi nt-opening of the aerospace and maritine shows of Lima '97 at the
Mahsuri | nternational Exhibition Centre yesterday.

Syed Hani d, who spent about three hours at the centre, said it was
expected of shows like Lina to witness |ast-mnute preparations.

"Based on ny past experience with Lima, since its first showin 1991,
there is nothing to worry about the current pace of preparations,"” he
sai d.

Up to this afternoon, only half of the 620 exhibitors had turned up

Many nore streamed in | ast evening, especially those from nei ghbouring
countri es.

Syed Hanid who arrived here early Saturday norning to ensure there were
no major glitches in the run-up to the opening of Lima '97, also said nany
foreign exhibitors he had nmet had expressed their support for the show.

"Al t hough recent devel opnents concerni ng the Ml aysi an econony coul d
have driven sonme exhi bitors away, they, however, did not take such an
appr oach.

"These exhibitors told ne that they were not here for short-termgains,
rat her they know of the country's long termpotential."

In this sense, he noted that Lima had nmatured.

Lima, |ike other established air shows in the world including the Le
Bourget air showin Paris, France, was here to stay,

The show, which was an idea nooted by Dr Mahathir, had attracted many
big names in the maritime and aerospace industries.

The beneficiaries have not al ways been the foreign exhibitors, who have
ended with multimllion ringgit orders for their defence equi prent |ike
Boei ng Conmer ci al Airpl ane Conpany.

"In fact, we have today 150 Mal aysi an conpani es anong the exhibitors,

t he bi ggest nunber of local firnms to participate at Lima, since the show
started," said Syed Hani d.

Wth the presence of top nanmes in the maritine and aerospace industri es,
he expected local firns to take the opportunity to enter into strategic
al i ances or smart partnerships.

Inline with the Governnent's nove to |ook into a national policy on
aer ospace devel opnent, he anticipated greater interest anong foreigners to
tie up with local firns.

"W expect the aerospace industry to be the catalyst for growth in the
next century," said Syed Hamid, adding that this augurs well for
conpani es, local and foreign wishing to invest in the aerospace industry."

Meanwhil e, Le Proton Lima Sdn Bhd executive chairnman Datuk Radzi Manan
said nore than 300 exhibitors had arrived at the M EC

O the 74 aircraft participating in the static and aerial display, he
said, 24 had arrived including attack helicopters, the Royal Air Force
aerobatic team the Red Arrows, and the United States Pacific Air Force F-
16C Fal cons.

He al so said the Russians, who had earlier indicated that they m ght not



be sending their aerobatic teanms, had changed their m nd somewhat.
"We now understand that a SU- 27 Fl anker fighter bonber and a SU 30
multi-role fighter jet will be here for the show " he said.
( END)
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