08/ 12/ 1997
America One outsail Young Anerica for title

Sharanjit Singh

AFTER four days of upsets, America One deservingly lifted the Ml aysia
Chal | enge 1997 International Sailing Gand Prix trophy after beating Young
Arerica in the finals at Langkawi yesterday.

America One, with John Kostecki at the helm outsailed the Ed Baird-|ed
Young Anerica three matches to one to emerge wi nners.

Kostecki's team conprising Mbrgan Larson, Don Cowi e and Alan Smith
were only ranked 10th of the 12 teans taking part.

Despite that, they pulled off several convincing victories over their
nmore illustrious rivals enroute to the title.

They won all but one of the elimnation rounds to pocket a total of
US$8, 000 and added anot her US$21,978 to their kitty for winning the
overall title.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad presented the trophy to
the winners in a cerenony on board the Star Pisces cruise ship.

In his speech, Kostecki nade a tongue-in-cheek remark by saying Dr
Mahat hir had played a big part in their victory.

"He gave us several pointers and that made a big difference to our
performance,"” he said, referring to the celebrity race on Saturday when Dr
Mahat hir teamed up with the Arerica One crew

On a nore serious note, Kostecki said his team managed to get their act
right when it mattered nost and this eventually won themthe race.

Beau Geste of Hong Kong edged World No 1 Peter Gl nmour for third pl ace.

Fi nal standings: 1 John Kostecki (US), 2 Ed Baird (US), 3 Gavin Brady
(HK), 4 Peter Gl mour (Jpn), 5 Thierry Peponnet (Fr), 6 Bertrand Pace
(Fr), 7 Jesper Bank (Den), 8 Andy Beadsworth (Bri), 9 Magnus Hol nberg
(Swe), 10 Jochen Schuemann (CGer), 11 Janmes WInmot (Phi), 12 Handan Yahya
(Mas).
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